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Truckee BASH July 25. 
BASA will be hosting the "Truckee BASH" barbeque at 
Soar Truckee on Saturday, July 25.  We look forward to 
seeing you there! 

1CH and 5KM on the runway after landing at Air 
Sailing. 

Soar Truckee Closed August 13 to 
September 3 (Harry Fox)  
Soar Truckee will be shut down from about August 13 
to September 3, due to runway construction work.  
Until August 13, Soar Truckee is offering a 20% 
discount on weekday tows. 

We should plan to move BASA gliders to Minden 
and/or Air Sailing around August 9, and base them 
there until Soar Truckee reopens in September. 

Where would members like to base gliders while Soar 
Truckee is shut down?  So far, I've gotten five votes to 
base 1CH at Minden, and one vote to base it at Air 
Sailing.  So it looks like 1CH will go to Minden.  I 
haven't received any votes yet on where to base Pegasus 
1LV and the Junior, but if there is not a preference for 
putting those at Air Sailing, they should probably go to 
Minden so we can keep our gliders together.   

Note that BASA members will need to volunteer to 
move the gliders and trailers out of Truckee as needed.  
Any gliders not flown out of Truckee by August 13 
would need to be trailered out.  And if no one 
volunteers to move a glider, either by flying or 
trailering, it will stay in Truckee. 

Concentrated Cross-Country Week at 
Truckee August 1 to 9 (Hans Van Weersch) 
Aspiring Mountain XC pilots:  In the first week of 
August, a bunch of private pilots are planning to do 
serious XC out of Truckee. 

Among them, our BASA Flight Committee members 
Jonathan Hughes and Hans Van Weersch, plus BASA 
member Christian Ilmi.  Jonathan and Hans will be 
mostly flying their private ships UV and 3U, while 
Christian will be flying four days in BASA's DG-1000, 
1CH. 

Both Jonathan and Hans are willing to mentor other 
BASA pilots in serious mountain XC, mostly as lead 
pilots, maybe on dual flights in the DG.  Christian has 
an open seat in 1CH for dual flights on August 3, 4 and 
6. 

If you are just checked out for XC in the mountains, 
this could be your opportunity to make it to the White 
Mountains. 

This week is not intended for benign Mountain XC 
introduction for beginning pilots (unless you can talk 
Christian into that for a dual flight).  It will be 
characterized by long flights (6 hours+), heavy 
thermaling under high G-load, and aggressive pull-ups 
into strong thermals, etc.  In other words, high 
performance mountain XC.  The preferred scenario is 
that Jonathan and Hans are lead pilots in their private 
ships.  Qualified BASA members can team up on the 
DG or join in the Pegasus. 

For the team on the DG, we recommend that both pilots 
are checked out and ready for Mountain XC, but strictly 
speaking, only the PIC needs to be XC qualified.  For 
participation in the Pegasus, you need to be fully 
qualified of course. 

For pilots who would like Jonathan or Hans to join in 
the DG for a dual flight, we require that you show us 
your capability to sustain a flight regime as mentioned 
above.  

Location: Truckee Airport 

Dates: Saturday August 1st through Sunday August 
9th 
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Goal: Long XC, 500km, Badges, White Mountains, 
Fly with water ballast, etc 

If you are interested to participate in this type of high 
performance flying, contact Hans. 

Even if you just want to fly local out of Truckee in the 
Junior or Pegasus, this could be a good time to fly at 
Truckee and learn from the more experienced pilots by 
listening to their planning and post-flight descriptions. 

Membership Chairman (Wolf Weber) 

Joining/Leaving.  Anthony Bacio is in the process of 
buying Dave Walker's sponsor membership.  John 
Little  is our latest associate member.  John is a retired 
corporate pilot with a commercial glider rating who is 
just getting back into soaring.  Welcome, John!  John 
Goldsworthy resigned his membership.  The 
membership count now stands at 57. 

If you have been in the club for a while and plan to 
stay, consider making the longer-term commitment to 
become a sponsor member. Buying a sponsor 
membership saves you $40/month in dues. The most 
recent sales have been in the $2000 - $2500 range. 
Contact Wolf if you are interested in buying a sponsor 
membership. 

Treasurer (Christian ILMI) 

The PayPal account has been set up and is working 
properly.  I receive an acknowledgement email every 
time a payment is made.  Some members did actually 
pay with PayPal this month.  We are still working at 
putting a 'Pay' button on the BASA website which will 
facilitate the operation. 

I have been in Europe since early July, so I did not get a 
chance to receive and acknowledge the payments 
received after July 3rd, unless they were made with 
PayPal.  If you don't see a payment posted under your 
name, do not worry as this will be updated for the next 
bugle.  I will be back and sort out the payments 
received by July 28. 

As of July 3, 2009 the balances stand as follow: 

Checking:   $7,036.15 
Ins. Fund:  $45,035.91 
5KM loan: $44,578.05 

I am not going to post the usual list of members late on 
dues this month.  This again will be updated at the next 
bugle.  Also remember the new payment rules start to 
apply in August.  See the June issue of the BASA 

Bugle for details -- it is available on the club website at 
flybasa.org. 

Flight Committee Chairman (Jim Britton) 

Rule 4.2 (b) [BASA Flight Rules]: 

Once you have been checked out in a BASA glider the 
most basic club rules for ongoing currency require that: 

The member shall have flown gliders as PIC:  

 a) at least 3 times in the past 90 days and 

 b) at least 3 times in the glider make and model in the 
past 12 months. 

The first rule is a no-brainer.  If you don't meet that 
requirement then find an instructor and complete as 
many flights in a 2-seater as required to regain 
currency.  Take these flights as an opportunity to polish 
your skills.  The second rule - if taken literally - means 
you can never fly a BASA glider again if it has been 
more than 12 months.  That is not the intent.   

The situation we are trying to avoid typically goes 
something like this:  You get checked out in the Grob 
and Junior, then a DG and finally the Pegasus.  You 
stay current by flying in one of the 2-seaters every few 
weeks.  A couple of years later you decide it's time to 
take the Pegasus or Junior up again.  

Are you current? - Are you safe? 

What we want people to do in this situation is to think 
back to the time you were first checked out in that 
glider.  Read the POH again - certainly refresh yourself 
on any critical speeds for the glider.  If it's the Pegasus - 
read Harry's transition notes again. 

If it's the Junior, study the checklist you completed 
when you were first checked out. 

Then email the flight committee 
(flightcomm@flybasa.org) to request a waiver based on 
your recent flying and your homework.  On your next 
flight, take some quiet time away from the flight line to 
get comfortable in the ship again and mentally run 
through your checklists. 

Some people ask why we have such strict rules.  The 
main reasons are: 

a) We don't want anybody to get hurt. 

b) We want to preserve the value of your gliders and 
minimize down time. 

c) We don't want to have to charge you for any repairs. 
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All of the above should be common sense.  But if you 
need a financial reason for staying current, remember 
this.  We are self-insured for hull damage.  The 
deductible is up to $2000 for damage to one of the 
DGs.  But if you are in violation of club rules or FARs 
then we reserve the right to charge you for the full 
amount of the repair.  So stay current and that's one less 
thing to worry about. 

The full rules can be found here: 
http://flybasa.org/index.php/rules/ 

And remember - this is the minimum level of currency 
expected - read on. 

Legal - But Safe? 

I have lifted these words directly from your Soaring 
Safety Foundation  

In recent years, the National Transportation Safety 
Board has determined that the failure of the pilot in 
command to maintain control of the aircraft has been 
cited as a recurring probable cause in a number of 
glider accidents.  For the five-year period 1991 - 95, 
for example, 26 glider accident investigations were 
concluded with this brief and compelling statement. 
Furthermore, the number of accidents in which loss of 
aircraft control is a factor increases dramatically with 
the inclusion of stall/spin related events.  This is 
especially troubling because the very essence of pilot 
responsibility is the ability to maintain control of the 
aircraft in all flight regimes ... Accidents, which result 
from loss of aircraft control typically, involve multiple 
contributing factors, the most notable of which is pilot 
proficiency.  Proficiency, by definition, is "the state of 
performing a given skill with expert correctness." 
Unlike other activities, however, proficiency as a pilot 
encompasses a wide range of required knowledge and 
skills, including the ability to operate the aircraft in a 
precise and coordinated manner, an understanding of 
the regulatory requirements for operations in the 
national airspace system, and a knowledge of the 
aircraft and related systems.  Furthermore, a pilot must 
be able to continuously evaluate the effects of a 
dynamic meteorological environment on the conduct of 
the flight . Pilot proficiency, therefore, relates to the 
pilot's ability to perform tasks associated with the safe 
conduct of a flight with expert correctness.  

Your homework for this month is to read the full text of 
this article. 

It can be found at 
http://www.soaringsafety.org/prevention/aps3.htm 

There will be a test. The final paragraph from that 
article reads: 

In closing, remember that current and proficient are 
adjectives used to describe separate and distinct levels 
of competency.  In the context of aviation, being current 
simply means that a pilot has complied with the 
regulations and is legal to exercise the privileges of his 
or her pilot certificate.  Proficiency, on the other hand, 
describes a pilot who conducts each flight with 
competence of a professional or, in other words, expert 
correctness.  Proficiency also means making the 
commitment to put safety above all other 
considerations every time we fly.  Most important, 
however, proficiency means much more than simply 
being legal to fly. It's about being safe to fly.  

-- Jim 

Glider Locations 
As of July 15, glider locations are: 

DG-1000 1CH At Truckee.  Will go to Minden 
August 13 to September 3 while 
Soar Truckee is shut down, 
except for trip to King Mountain, 
Idaho approximately August 16 to 
August 22. 

DG-505 5KM At Hollister. 

Grob 36L At Hollister. 

Pegasus 9JH At Hollister. 

Pegasus 1LV At Truckee.  Move to Minden 
while Soar Truckee is shut down? 

Junior 6DS At Truckee.  Move to Minden 
while Soar Truckee is shut down? 

1LV kicks up some dust while landing at Air Sailing. 
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New Ship Captains 
Don Ingalls and Gabriel Flores have agreed to be co-
ship-captains on the two Pegasi, 9JH and 1LV.  John 
Pierce has taken over as ship captain on 5KM.  Thanks 
guys for stepping up!  BASA is a volunteer 
organization, and depends on the efforts of our 
members to keep the gliders flying and the club 
operating. 

Vacation Reservations for 2009 
Every BASA member may reserve a glider for up to 
five days midweek (Monday through Friday), once per 
calendar year.  Up to three of these five days may be for 
a two-place glider, with the rest in a single-place glider.  
This “vacation reservation” is in addition to the normal 
reservations allowed under BASA rules.  Reservations 
may be extended for special events, such as camps and 
safaris, with the permission of the Executive 
Committee. 

If you want to make a vacation reservation, contact 
Harry Fox . 

 

Glider and Dates Pilot 

DG-1000, August 3-6 Christian Ilmi (2d seat 
available August 3, 4 and 
6) 

DG-1000, August 12-13 Steve Ascher 

DG-1000, August 17-21. King Mountain, Idaho:  
Matt Gillis and Ron Hess. 

 

Executive Committee  execs@flybasa.org 
President –    Harry Fox 
Vice President –    Jeremy Zawodny 
Treasurer –    Christian Ilmi  
Flight Committee Chairman – Jim Britton  
Maintenance Chairman –   Matt Gillis 
 
Flight Committee  flightcomm@flybasa.org 
Chairman –  Jim Britton  
Members: Stan Davies Peter Reischl 
  Harry Fox Steve Ascher (CFIG) 
  Hans Van Weersch Jeremy Zawodny 
  Jonathan Hughes (CFIG) 
   
Approved CFIGs: Quest Richlife (H) Charlie Hayes 

Jonathan Hughes Steve Ascher (T) 
Mike Johnson (T) Doug Lent (T) 
Lee Edling (ASI) Drew Pearce 
Jeffrey Hazzlegrove (Minden) 
 

Club Aircraft  Ship Captains  
DG-1000 (451CH) –  Jim Britton 
DG-505 (505KM)  John Pierce 
Grob 103 (3836L) –  Peter Reischl 
Pegasus (599JH ) –  Don Ingalls and Gabriel Flores 
Pegasus (101LV) –  Don Ingalls and Gabriel Flores 
SZD-51 (6DS)  Clark Mason 
 
Other Volunteers  Officers    
Membership Chairman –  Wolf Weber 
Website Maintenance – Jeremy Zawodny 
Insurance Chairman –  Dave Walker 
Wave Camp Chairman –   Hans Van Weersch 
Trailers–    John Pierce 
 
Regional Officers  Hollister  Mountains 
Parachutes Officer –  John Pierce Steve Ascher 

 


