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Bay Area Soaring Associates          October 2008 
PO Box 70656 
Sunnyvale, CA  94086 
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BASA Meeting October 29. 
The next regular BASA meeting will be Wednesday 
October 29.  This is our last meeting of 2008.  We'll 
have some video entertainment this time – how about 
the video about the paraglider guys in Nepal who 
trained some birds of prey to fly with them and mark 
thermals for them? 

The meeting will be at the IHOP, 5403 Stevens Creek 
Boulevard in Santa Clara (just off Hwy 280).  We have 
the room reserved from 6PM, and the meeting will start 
around 7PM. 

 
Thermaling at 7400 feet near Hollister on October 10 
(pilot Marko Rocznik; photo by his passenger Lukas). 

Membership Chairman (Wolf Weber) 

Joining/Leaving.  This month, we had Ali Rastegar 
resign his associate membership.  The membership 
count stands at 66, with one sponsor membership and 
eight associate memberships available. 

Sponsor Memberships For Sale.  If you have been in the 
club for a while and plan to stay, consider making the 
longer-term commitment to become a sponsor member.  
Buying a sponsor membership saves you $40/month in 
dues. Recent sales have been in the $2000 - $2500 
range. Please contact me if you are interested in buying 
a sponsor membership. Also let me know if you are 
interested in selling your sponsor membership, so I can 
list you here. 

Treasurer (Christian ILMI) 

Checking:     $2,951 
Ins. fund:    $50,986 
5KM loan:  $58,240 

We have 2 more bills to pay to San Benito County for 
the prior years' property tax bills, one of them been 
currently in dispute/verification.  It should be finalized 
before the end of the month.  We also still have some 
additional bills to pay for the canopy replacement on 
5KM and the wheel change for 36L. 

We made a payment of $5000 on 5KM loan in mid-
October, which included the interests up to that date.  

Members late on dues: Chris de Roulet, Lee Bailif, 
Lee Edling, Eric Hicks and Michael Nelson. 

Flight Committee Chairman (Jim Britton) 

Canopies, canopies, canopies and canopies (again!)  
It doesn't seem to matter how many times we say it, 
every day we see unattended glider canopies left open.  
Don't do it.  Don't ever leave a canopy open - even for 
just a second.  The canopy is without doubt the most 
fragile part of any glider.  

Always leave it closed and latched – enough to prevent 
it blowing open. 

Never open a canopy by lifting on the edge of the 
window opening - always carefully reach inside and use 
something firm like the locking handle or the frame 
itself.  If in doubt, please ask. 

The DG-505 replacement front canopy will be with us 
soon, and fitting it to its frame will lengthen the down 
time for that glider during its annual.  We also now 



BASA Bugle   October 2008 
 

{00060348-1}http://www.flybasa.org Page 2 

have some cracks on the rear canopy of the DG-1000.  
These are hopefully repairable.  But we shouldn't need 
to do this. 

BFRs are fun.  I have always found it odd that we 
inspect our parachutes every 120 days, (soon to be 180 
days thankfully), but only begrudgingly get with an 
instructor every 760 days.  Seems a bit backwards to 
me.  Having said that, I naturally waited until my BFR 
ran out before renewing recently.  I am happy to report 
that BFRs are still great fun.  No, really they are.   

You know the rope is going to break at an awkward 
height.  You know the altimeter will fail or the airbrakes 
will be stuck open or closed and that you will be 
landing in a stiff cross-wind.  But you also know that 
the friendly instructor sitting behind you won't let you 
hurt yourself or the equipment.  And you will learn (or 
relearn) a lot in the process.  So don't treat it as a test 
that has to be endured every 2 years - think of it more as 
an opportunity to brush up on some skill that could save 
your bacon one day.  

Charlie Hayes is back at Hollister instructing again and 
Drew is back from his European jaunts.  Between them 
and Quest you should have no problem now finding an 
instructor for BFRs or currency flights. 

If you are feeling a bit rusty on all those rules and 
regulations that we are supposed to know, I can 
recommend also a book that covers it all in a 
manageable number of pages.   

Try 'Glider BFR and spring checkout made easy' by 
Bob Wander.  If you read it carefully and spot the 
mistake, you get an extra prize. 

Talking of spring checkouts - we may try to arrange 
something early next year to get us all ready for the 
spring soaring season.  If you have any ideas about 
topics that need to be covered - or are willing to spread 
a bit of knowledge yourself - let me know. 

For those of you that are not cross-country qualified yet 
- start thinking about getting a week off work next May 
or June to attend the excellent Airsailing Thermalling or 
Cross-Country camps. Keep your eye on 
http://www.airsailing.org for next years calendar. 

Meanwhile, stay current, and I hope to see you at 
Hollister soon.   

 

 

 

Panoche Airstrip Status (Harry Fox)  

Quest Richlife and I met last night with Darryl Lucas, 
the representative for Ziggy who owns the Panoche 
airstrip.  Darryl strikes me as a sincere guy, who is not 
trying to jerk us around.  I previously thought we had 
come to an understanding that we could secure use of 
the airstrip for a minimum of $2,000 per year in pilot 
contributions, but I think that was a miscommunication 
between me and Darryl. 

Darryl (and Ziggy) are very firm that they want $3,250 
per year to keep the airstrip open and available for 
glider use.  Otherwise, they will plow it up and plant a 
crop of barley to make some money off the property. 

They came up with the $3,250 figure by applying $50 
per pilot to a figure of 65 pilots that they thought had 
signed the liability waivers for the Panoche airstrip.  
Quest and I estimated we could get maybe 30 pilots to 
pay for use of the airstrip, which at $50 per pilot would 
come to about $1,500.  Darryl's reaction was that we 
should collect $100 per pilot, if that is what it takes to 
get to the $3,250 number. 

To put this amount in perspective, I believe Ziggy paid 
about $260,000 to buy the property, in which case his 
property tax bills are about $2,900 per year.  So we 
would be covering their property tax costs and not 
much else.  

I'm willing to pay at least $100 per year myself to have 
the airstrip available – even if I don't land there all year 
it makes it much easier to launch on a cross-country 
flight out of Hollister, knowing I could land and get a 
tow out of Panoche if needed.  We need to get the 
$3250 payment in very soon (say, by November 1), 
because otherwise Ziggy is going to pull the trigger on 
converting the airstrip area to other uses.  This will 
secure use of the airstrip by the glider community for a 
twelve-month period, but all those who want to use the 
airstrip will need to reimburse Quest at $100 per pilot . 

Quest may be willing to front part of the $3250 initially 
because it's good for his business, and then collect $100 
per pilot over time as people sign up.  But I encourage 
everyone to send Quest $100 now (or an extra $50 if 
you already sent in $50 previously), to make sure he is 
able to swing this.  If you wait until spring to pay 
Quest, you don't get twelve months access from that 
date, you just get access until about November 1, 2009.  
So you don't really "save" anything by waiting.  If you 
want to send in more that $100 to make sure Quest has 
enough, that is fine too.  If Quest gets more that $3250 
from glider pilots, he will make some reimbursements 
to those who paid more that $100 each. 
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Looking over the Sierra crest towards Mono Lake – see 
story below (photo by Jim Britton). 

Truckee to Hollister in 1CH – Almost (Jim 
Britton) 
I had the privilege recently of acting as honorable 
ballast on a ferry flight from Truckee.  Each year 
around this time we have to relocate the gliders away 
from Truckee before it closes for the season.  Since we 
are a soaring club we try to fly them back down if 
possible.  This takes some co-ordination and a little 
luck. 

The co-ordination part is needed to have a willing chase 
crew ready to go, and the luck part is mainly to do with 
the weather.  Matt Gillis  and I agreed at Parowan that 
we were going to try to do this together this year, and 
we penciled in a date of Saturday Sept 27.  As the date 
grew closer we got more and more excited as it 
appeared that the weather gods were on our side, but it 
also seemed as if the Friday would be better.  By 
Thursday PM we were still vacillating between clear 
skies but no tail wind for the Friday, and possible 
overcast but a healthy tailwind to get us across the 
central valley on the Saturday.  After seeking input 
from Doug Armstrong (the Reno area's resident soaring 
weather guru) we finally settled on the Saturday. 

Matt and Joy drove up early Friday evening in Joy's 
(well John's) massive pickup, followed by Jim and 
Clare who took the last commercial flight into Reno 
Friday night.  Joy drove down and collected 
us Saturday morning and we filled up with Nevada 
diesel on the way back up to Truckee.  As we went to 
hook up the trailer we hit our first problem - we couldn't 
locate the key to unlock the trailer hitch pin on Joy's 
truck.  Thoughts turned to cutting it off but luckily 
common sense prevailed and AAA were called.  They 
are well set up to handle these situations and within an 
hour Joy had a new set of keys. 

We readied the trailer, and then waited for the thermals 
to start.  The dead calm of a Truckee morning was 
slowly replaced with gently swaying sagebrush and 
finally the flag started fluttering.  It's now 1pm - and we 
must be back on the ground before 7pm.  Everybody is 
eager to be in the air now - and the first few were 
staying up so its time to go.  'Gadget guy' Matt is up 
front and 'paper map guy' Jim is relaxing in the back.  
(cradling some overflow gadgets of Matt's)   

Off tow at about 11,500ft and after some hunting 
around we are off towards Northstar.  We bump and 
scrape along and head towards Squaw.  The original 
plan called for us to take the western route around 
Tahoe then go as far south as we could before crossing 
direct towards Hollister.  After messing around near 
Squaw VOR for far too long (while watching splendid 
clouds forming on Mt Patterson) - we gave up trying to 
go south or west from there and retreated back towards 
Truckee and Mt Rose.  

We topped out at nearly 15,000ft at about 2:30pm 
before enjoying a swift glide over Carson City towards 
the Pinenuts.  At this point we told the patient ground-
crew to head off down the hill.  Other gliders were 
already playing in the higher cloud bases further south - 
and we were now playing serious catch-up.  But once 
on the Pinenuts thing got relatively easy.  Follow the 
energy - get high - jump to the next band.  By the time 
we got down to Sonora Pass we were beginning to 
believe that we could make it.   

This was now new territory for me as I had never been 
much south of Bridgeport before.  We were up near 
cloud base keeping a sharp lookout for the others that 
were now heading back north to Truckee.  Tioga Pass 
came and went with spectacular views of both Mono 
Lake and Tuolumne meadows.  It's now 4:30pm - 
decision time.  A nice line of energy curving 
southwesterly towards Mount Ritter decides it for us. 
We are going for it!  Into sun - all that I can see in front 
of us is granite - but Matt convinces me that the hills 
really are dropping away to the west - and we have 
valley airfields in glide.  So here goes.  For me this was 
the pucker-point.  I know we are going to make it but I 
would be much more comfortable if I could see an 
airport up ahead.  Now is the time to relay a message to 
the chase crew to start down Highway 99 towards 
Merced. 

Yosemite Valley floats past several miles to the north 
and eventually you see lakes to the west glistening 
through the murk.  Phew - we really have made it back 
to the valley. 

Now is a game of wait and see.  Fly straight and steady 
- no lift, no circling. 
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Los Banos is just in glide and we can easily make 
Merced.  At the mid point between the two we still have 
Los Banos in glide so we commit.  After letting the 
ground crew know our intentions, Matt slips us in for an 
uneventful landing at the deserted airfield. 

 

Matt Gillis and 1CH on the ground at Los Banos (photo 
by Jim Britton). 

That 'final glide' was about 90 nautical miles in 100 
minutes – 16,500ft down to 1,500ft pattern at Los 
Banos.  We push it off the runway and tie it down and 
start untaping the wings to save time when the trusty 
crew turns up.  Only problem now - the vehicle gate is 
locked!  The local police turned out for an airport 
inspection and they let the trailer in.  I don't think we 
ever convinced them that we had flown this beast from 
Truckee with no engine. 

It's now dark of course but the ramp is lit.  Forty-five 
hot and sweaty minutes later we are packed up and 
heading back to Hollister, where John Pierce turned out 
and graciously drove Jim and Clare back to San Jose.    

This was a splendid adventure that I hope to repeat 
some day.  Many thanks are due to Matt for being the 
inspiration for flights like this, and the Pierce family for 
making it work so smoothly on the day.  If ever you get 
the chance to do something like this - go for it. 

OLC trace: http://www.onlinecontest.org/olc-
2.0/gliding/flightinfo.html?flightId=-1421127699 

Some pictures: 
http://picasaweb.google.com/jamesbritton2/TruckeeToL
osBanos# 

Glider Locations 
As of October 15, glider locations are: 

DG-1000 1CH In its trailer at Hollister.  Needs 
assembly. 

DG-505 5KM In service at Hollister. 

Grob 36L In service at Hollister. 

Pegasus 9JH In service at Truckee.  Moving to 
Hollister around October 19. 

Pegasus 1LV Needs new Weight & Balance.  
Scheduled for October 17. 

Junior 6DS In service at Hollister.  Varios are 
having problems. 

Traffic Pattern Conflicts at Hollister 
(Quest Richlife) 
When a power pilot at Hollister has an issue with a 
glider, they don't like to approach the pilot in command 
of that glider to try and resolve that issue.  Instead, they 
come to me, whom they see as the responsible glider 
FBO, and lodge their complaint as if I have magical 
control over all of the gliders in the air around Hollister.   

I was recently approached by two pilots who had been 
in a Cessna Skylane when it had entered the Runway 31 
pattern at Hollister at about 2:00 PM on Saturday, 
October 11th.  As they turned from a 45 entry leg to the 
left downwind leg, a glider directly in front of them in 
the pattern had made an abrupt 180 degree turn (it was 
at least 180 degrees, and possibly followed by 
continuous turning, but the Skylane was unable to 
observe anything after the 180 was completed).  This 
required the Skylane to do an abrupt dive in order to 
maintain a safe separation distance from the glider.  The 
Skylane pilots claimed that they had been at about 
1,300 feet MSL, and that the glider was also at that 
altitude so it ended up pointing directly at them as it 
completed its impromptu 180.  (The glider was a 
fiberglass ship with winglets, not an HGC 2-32.)  The 
power guys also claimed to have tried to contact the 
glider by radio on THREE separate occasions, and all 
three had been met with no response from the glider.   

I really feel that the power guys were justifiably upset at 
having been involved in a situation such as this.  
Therefore, please review and remember the following 
lessons from this encounter:  

1) It is not conducive to the safe and orderly flow of 
traffic for a glider to be thermalling in the pattern.  (And 
unless there are very demanding circumstances, it is not 
a good idea to make an impromptu 180 degree turn 
while on downwind).  Let's be good neighbors with the 
power pilots at Hollister, so please don't thermal in the 
traffic pattern!  

2) It's always good practice to have your radio tuned to 
the CTAF at Hollister (123.00), and to make position 
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reports and respond to radio calls as required.  If you've 
been out away from the airport for a while and have 
your radio set to 123.30, please check it BEFORE 
getting back within a few miles of the airport to make 
sure that it's back on 123.0 well before you need to 
make your first landing pattern call.  Yes, I know that 
aircraft at Hollister are not required to use a radio.  But 
we all have them, so we should monitor them and use 
them because a mid-air is much more painful than 
pressing a button and talking.  More than once I have 
listened from the ground as a power pilot – sometimes 
in a P-51 – has tried to contact a glider in the pattern 
and there has been no response.  This is very 
embarrassing, frustrating and unprofessional.  

The glider community generally does a very good job 
of fitting in with all of the other aviation activities that 
go on at Hollister.  We try very hard to be inobtrusive 
and to not have to exercise our regulatory right-of-way.  
But the more things we do like thermalling in the 
pattern, the more we stick out like a sore thumb, and the 
easier it is for the power community to get angry with 
us.  

Please heed the simple rules that the glider community 
has established for itself when operating out of 
Hollister.  We need to stick together and be a cohesive 
community.  It's not THAT important for you to catch a 
thermal on the downwind so you can avoid having to 
take another tow.  (The horror!)  If any of us thermal in 
the pattern or fail to use our radio when it should 
reasonably be used, we may find angered power pilots 
meeting up directly with the pilot-in-command of the 
offending glider.  Then, things could get really 
contentious for us at Hollister.  

Thanks for your understanding, 

Happy Soaring, 

Quest 

 

 

BASA Officers for 2008-2009; Changes 
to By-Laws 
At the September meeting, the officers for our next year 
were elected: 

Harry Fox , President 
Jeremy Zawodny, Vice President 
Christian Ilmi , Treasurer 
Jim Britton,  Flight Committee Chairman 
Matt Gillis,  Maintenance Chairman 

Also at the September meeting, the revised By-Laws 
were approved, including the Family Membership 
proposal.  We will integrate those all into one set of By-
Laws and post them on the BASA website in the near 
future. 

John Pierce protested the provisions in the By-Laws 
that allow for an assessment on the Sponsor members 
(these are hold-overs from the prior version).  The 
Board of Directors has no current intention of making 
such an assessment, and we will look into removing the 
assessment provisions from the By-Laws. 

PASCO Seminar November 1 in 
Alameda 
You are cordially invited to the PASCO annual 
seminars and awards banquet which will be held on Sat 
Nov 1st in the Alameda/Oakland area. 

The Seminars will be at the Alameda Free Library, the 
Awards Banquet at the Oakland Aviation Museum - 
They are close to each other and maps are contained in 
the URL enclosed below. 

This year we are very pleased to have a strong list of  
key seminar speakers, with a star after dinner 
speaker, Einar Enevoldson (Perlan Director and the 
late Steve Fosset's co-pilot in their world altitude record 
flight) 

This year we have put on a very strong and thought 
provoking seminar  program, and our usual good food 
and bon-homie for the awards banquet, at our usual and 
by now favorite location at the Oakland Air Museum .  

The seminars are being presented free of charge as a 
benefit to the soaring community. 

We are only asking $15 for an excellent buffet style 
dinner, an outstanding speaker, and access to the air 
museum including a tour round the flying boat. A very 
reasonably priced bar will also be available.   

This represents tremendous value for any attendee, and 
is our way of both fulfilling our educational and 
promotional charter as well as create a fun, interesting 
social event for the region 11 soaring community.  

We hope you approve and will demonstrate your 
support by not only attending but bringing your loved 
ones and flying buddies along.   

We are looking forward to seeing old friends, making 
new acquaintances and celebrating our regions soaring 
achievements on Nov 1st! 

Full details are on the PASCO website at 
http://www.pacificsoaring.org/banquet-2008.html 
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Please RSVP to Bruce Roberts, organizer, at  
408.219.6313,  pegase@sonic.net 

See you there!! 

Kind Regards 

Peter Deane, PASCO President. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Committee  execs@flybasa.org 
President –    Harry Fox 
Vice President –    Jeremy Zawodny 
Treasurer –    Christian Ilmi  
Flight Committee Chairman – Jim Britton  
Maintenance Chairman –   Matt Gillis 

 
Flight Committee  flightcomm@flybasa.org 
Chairman –  Jim Britton  
Members: Stan Davies Peter Reischl 
  Harry Fox Steve Ascher (CFIG) 
  Hans Van Weersch Jeremy Zawodny 
  Jonathan Hughes (CFIG) 
   
Approved CFIGs: Quest Richlife (H) Charlie Hayes 

Jonathan Hughes Steve Ascher (T) 
Mike Johnson (T) Doug Lent (T) 
Lee Edling (ASI) Drew Pearce 
Jeffrey Hazlegrove  
 

Club Aircraft  Ship Captains  
DG-1000 (451CH) –  Jim Britton 
DG-505 (505KM)  Terry Byers 
Grob 103 (3836L) –  Peter Reischl; Ed Knapp 
Pegasus (599JH ) –  Steve Saglio 
Pegasus (101LV) –  Lee Edling 
SZD-51 (6DS)  Clark Mason 
 
Other Volunteers  Officers    
Membership Chairman –  Wolf Weber 
Website Maintenance – Jeremy Zawodny 
Insurance Chairman –  Dave Walker 
Wave Camp Chairman –   Hans Van Weersch 
Trailers–    John Pierce 
 
Regional Officers  Hollister  Mountains 
Parachutes Officer –  John Pierce Steve Ascher 
 

 


