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Truckee Bash July 26. 
There is no BASA meeting in July, but there will be the 
Truckee Bash barbeque at Soar Truckee on July 26.  
The Silverado club is organizing the Bash this year, so 
you don't need to do anything other than show up and 
consume food! 

The next regular BASA meeting will be Wednesday 
August 27.  Among other topics, nomination of officers 
for the next year will be on the agenda. 

 

BASA pilots Jim Britton, Ron Hess and Matt Gillis on 
the runway at Parowan, Utah, preparing for another 
outstanding day of soaring. 

Membership Chairman (Wolf Weber) 

Joining/Leaving.  This month we have lots of changes 
in the membership area.  We have one new associate 
member:  Joy Pierce, who just received her private 
glider rating at Hollister.  Many of you probably 
already know her from her work at HGC.  Gabriel 
Flores has bought the sponsor membership of long-time 
BASA member Ricardo Mestre who now lives in 
Arizona, far outside of BASA territory.  Gabriel 
received his private glider rating in May and has also 
trained at Minden.  Dave Schoenwald has resigned his 
associate membership.  Lisa Corsetti and Matt Gillis  
have both agreed to buy sponsor memberships from the 
club.  The club has forced the sale of the sponsor 
membership of John Murayama, for non-payment of 
dues.  Welcome Joy and Gabriel; so long Ricardo, 
Dave, and John.  The membership count is now at 69, 
with one sponsor membership and five associate 
memberships available. 

Sponsor Memberships For Sale.  If you have been in the 
club for a while and plan to stay, consider making the 
longer-term commitment to become a sponsor member.  

Treasurer (Charles Hanes) 

Checking:    $2,623 
Ins. fund:   $50,700 
5KM loan: $62,318 

We have paid all outstanding bills, including just under 
$5,000 on the 5KM loan at the end of June.  We should 
be able to build up our checking balance in the next few 
months now that we have some major expenses behind 
us. 

Members late on dues:  Chris de Roulet, John 
Murayama, Lee Bailiff, Clyde Cotterell, Lee Edling, 
Eric Hicks, and Ali Rastegar.  Please get your dues in 
to restore your flying status. 

Flight Committee Chairman (Jim Britton) 

Ground handling 101.  We have been fortunate over 
the past few years to have not suffered any major 
damage to our fleet caused by flight activities.  But like 
all club operations, we do suffer ground damage like the 
occasional Pegasus nose scrape and various minor 
trailer rashes.  We also seem to gradually pick up minor 
dings and dents in wing tips and leading edges. 

I have listed below some ideas that I have picked up 
over the years that if we all followed may prevent some 
of this. 

Never leave the canopy open.  The most recent damage 
incident (and most expensive) was the damage to the 
front canopy on 5KM.  This was caused by a gust of 
wind slamming the canopy open against the retaining 
strap - causing several long cracks emanating from the 
rear of the frame.  These are of no concern to the front 
seat pilot but are definitely in the field of view for the 
rear pilot.  Marko Rocznic did an excellent repair but 
we will need to replace the canopy at some point.  The 
answer to your next question is "over $5000". 

The very first thing that I was told when being shown 
my first glider was that canopies should never be left 
open.  Never walk away from a glider with an open 
canopy.  And when you close it - lock it.  That way it 
cannot go anywhere.   
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But when you do lock a canopy on the ground, you 
don't need to latch the canopy lever all the way shut on 
the DG-505, DG-1000 or Pegasus.  Leave the lever 
half-way or two-thirds shut, and the canopy will be 
secure but you (or the next person) will be able to 
unlatch the canopy without using a lot of force.  We had 
an incident several years ago where a pilot had to use 
lots of force to move a canopy lock lever on a Pegasus, 
his hand slipped and the result was a crack in the 
canopy around the sliding window (its still there on 
9JH). 

While we are on the subject of canopies - never open a 
canopy by lifting on the edge of the window opening - 
always carefully reach inside and use something firm 
like the locking handle or the frame itself.  If in doubt, 
ask.  

If you look at the fuselage on any of our ships just 
below the canopy rails you will notice a variety of 
scrapes and dents.  These are caused by loose parachute 
straps.  Whenever you undo your parachute, get into the 
habit of clipping the loose buckles back together again - 
that way you cannot do any damage if you lift an 
unoccupied parachute out of the glider as you won't be 
dragging the loose straps. 

Always tie the ship down.  We share the ramp at 
Hollister with all sorts of powered aircraft - including 
powerful propeller machines and even helicopters.  
Never leave a glider unattended - even for a moment - 
unless it is tied down in at least 2 places.  And never 
leave tail dollies in place.  On the smooth concrete it is 
very easy for ships to be blown into each other - and 
very expensive.   

Which wing to hold?  You are the wing runner for a 
glider launch.  There is a steady 5 knot crosswind from 
the right.  Which wing should you run? 

You are towing the glider back to the ramp behind the 
golf-cart from the old glider staging area at Hollister.  
The wind is blowing straight down 24.  Which wing 
should you hold? 

The answer to both of these questions is - the 
downwind wing.  

Why? 

For the launch, there are 2 reasons.  Firstly the glider 
will always want to weather-cock into wind.  A wing-
runner will always add slight drag to the wing they are 
holding.  (do you know anybody that can out-run a 
Pawnee?)  If you run the downwind wing you tend to 
counter-act against the weather-cock as the glider 
accelerates away. 

The second reason is that your body has some 
minor effect on the wind reaching the wing. 

If you are upwind of the wing and you let go - there 
may be some change in the airflow seen by the upwind 
wing.  But if you are downwind, it makes no difference 
if you are there or not.  So in any significant crosswind 
- please run the downwind wing. 

For the ground tow back to the ramp its a similar idea.  
If you hold the upwind wing, there is nothing to stop 
the glider rotating forwards into the wind (and smashing 
the other wing into the golf cart).  If however you hold 
the downwind wing, the tow rope will stop it rotating 
backwards into wind. 

So - always hold the down-wind wing. 

How many fingers?  Lastly for this month - some limb-
preservation ideas. 

If you are hooking up a live tow-rope, make sure you 
are always able to release your grip at any time.  Never 
put a finger through the rings and never wrap the rope 
around your legs.  The tow plane can move without 
notice at any time - and will happily take you - or bits 
of you - with it. 

OK - lecture over - lets go flying and have some fun. 

BASA Officers For Next Year 
At the August meeting, nominations will be accepted 
for BASA officers for the next fiscal year (starting 
October 1, 2008).  Some of the current officers have 
been serving for many years and could use a break.  
Being a BASA officer is very rewarding – you learn a 
lot about the gliders and the other members.  If you are 
ready to step forward to help out, please let one of the 
current officers know. 

Salinas Airshow and AOPA Expo 
We have agreed to let PASCO use one of our gliders for 
display at the Salinas air show ( September 27-28) and 
possibly the AOPA Expo in San Jose (November 6-8).  
Joel Klein is organizing these glider displays.  If you 
would like to help out, please contact Joel. 

Parowan Safari Report (Harry Fox) 

BASA pilots Jim Britton, Ron Hess, Matt Gillis, Joy 
Pierce and Harry Fox  made the trip to Parowan, Utah 
earlier this month, along with about ten other pilots 
from California.  The beginning and end of the week 
were hit with thunderstorms, but Monday through 
Thursday delivered four straight days of outstanding 
conditions. 
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Joy Pierce got an introduction to Utah thermaling, 
flying in the DG-505 with Jim Britton.  Joy gained 
10,000 feet in one thermal directly off tow. 

Many flights were made to the Grand Canyon, and also 
over Bryce Canyon and Zion National Parks.  Yuliy 
Gerchikov soared his DG-800 all the way to the Val Air 
Gliderport near Durango, Colorado, where he visited 
with Joe, Sam and Jan (formerly at Soar Truckee).  
Yuliy soared back to Parowan the next day. 

 

Bill McClellan dumps water ballast from his LS-8-18 
over Brian Head Peak, Utah. 

The last good day (Thursday) featured a cloud street / 
convergence line with lift so strong that pilots were 
often flying straight ahead at 80 to 100 knots indicated 
just to keep from getting blasted above 18,000 foot 
altitude.  Matt Gillis flew almost 750 km that day in an 
unballasted Pegasus (our 9JH).  I don't think he was 
trying to fly that far – he just had to keep going fast to 
stay below 18,000. 

For flight traces of our Parowan flights, go to: 
http://www.onlinecontest.org/olc-
2.0/gliding/getScoring.html?scoringId=202&placeOfSta
rtId=PAROW1 

 

Glider Locations 
As of July 15, glider locations are: 

DG-1000 1CH In service at Truckee. 

DG-505 5KM In service at Hollister. 

Grob 36L In service at Hollister. 

Pegasus 9JH In service at Truckee. 

Pegasus 1LV Offline for maintenance / repairs. 

Junior 6DS In service at Truckee. 

Maintenance Chairman (Matt Gillis) 

Glider Assembly and Disassembly.  On  a recent 
disassembly of the DG-1000 someone forgot to use the 
wing tip handles which are used to restrain the wings 
during transport.  This could have been catastrophic. 
 Fortunately, the person asked someone who was more 
knowledgeable on the disassembly.  If you have any 
doubts about assembly or disassembly of gliders, make 
sure you ask someone who knows.    

Another Note: if it isn’t going together or coming apart 
with a reasonable amount of force, applying more will 
usually not help matters and may break something. 
 Stop, think and check why it isn’t going smoothly. 

Glider E-mail Aliases.  Reports of squawks are sent to 
the glider alias, “N#”@flybasa.org; e.g., 
n451ch@flybasa.org .  All relevant captains, 
maintenance personnel, execs and other important 
recipients will then receive the information.  If it is very 
important issue that could ground the glider, it is 
important to also call the ship captain and Maintenance 
Chairman ASAP.  This system has been adopted with 
some success, however, to avoid spam Jeremy is going 
to a system that locks out anyone that is not a BASA 
member.  It then becomes important to inform the list 
manager, if you change email addresses or you may get 
bounced out. 

-Matt Gillis, Maintenance Chairman 

N505KM.  The DG-505 front canopy was damaged 
from the wind blowing it open, over-flexing the 
Plexiglas at the rear edge of the front canopy.  
Fortunately the cracks emanating from the the rear 
canopy frame were small enough to repair.  Marko 
Rocznik, who has experience with canopy repairs, was 
generous enough to repair the canopy.  The repairs 
Marko has made should get us through the season, but a 
replacement canopy will be ordered, to be installed this 
winter. 

We have had problems with the new EDS regulator and 
electronic metering boxes, so they will be sent to the 
factory for repair / recalibration.  

N451CH.  The present rudder lock needs to be 
shortened.   I will have covers fabricated for the 
padding to prevent the rubber from decomposing and 
will get some made up.  

The horizontal stabilizer cover is already deteriorating. 
 The thicker coating is peeling off.  This may need to be 
covered with sunbrella cloth by the end of the season to 
extend the life.  The wing and canopy cover coating is 
also ‘powdering’ but the fabric seems to be holding up.  
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N599JH.  This Pegasus is in service at Truckee.  We 
ordered a spare tailwheel for 9JH.  The general strategy 
for all gliders is to keep a spare inflated tailwheel so 
that the tailwheel can be quickly replaced.  The flat can 
then be filled at leisure. 

Remember to wipe the bugs off the leading edges after 
flight and replace wing tape periodically.  

N101LV.  Grounded for repairs to exposed fiberglass 
on elevator / horizontal stabilizer. 

N3836L.  Please wash it if you fly it – lots of ash 
particles are falling out of the sky these days. 

N106DS.  Thanks to Marco Flagg for building the 
mouse barrier that goes around the main wheel when 
parked. 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Committee  execs@flybasa.org 
President –    Harry Fox 
Vice President –    Jeremy Zawodny 
Treasurer –    Charles Hanes 
Flight Committee Chairman – Jim Britton  
Maintenance Chairman –   Matt Gillis 

 
Flight Committee  flightcomm@flybasa.org 
Chairman –  Jim Britton  
Members: Stan Davies Peter Reischl 
  Harry Fox Steve Ascher (CFIG) 
  Hans Van Weersch Jeremy Zawodny 
  Jonathan Hughes (CFIG) 
   
Approved CFIGs: Drew Pearce (H) Charlie Hayes 

Jonathan Hughes Steve Ascher (T) 
Mike Johnson (T) Doug Lent (T) 
Lee Edling (ASI) Ruth Cook (H) 
Jeffrey Hazlegrove (H) 
 

Club Aircraft  Ship Captains  
DG-1000 (451CH) –  Jim Britton 
DG-505 (505KM)  Terry Byers 
Grob 103 (3836L) –  Peter Reischl; Ed Knapp 
Pegasus (599JH ) –  Steve Saglio 
Pegasus (101LV) –  Lee Edling 
SZD-51 (6DS)  Clark Mason 
 
Other Volunteers  Officers    
Membership Chairman –  Wolf Weber 
Website Maintenance – Jeremy Zawodny 
Insurance Chairman –  Dave Walker 
Wave Camp Chairman –   Hans Van Weersch 
Trailers–    John Pierce 
 
Regional Officers  Hollister  Mountains 
Parachutes Officer –  John Pierce Steve Ascher 
 

 


