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Bay Area Soaring Associates          May 2008 
PO Box 70656 
Sunnyvale, CA  94086 
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No May Meeting. 
There will be no BASA meeting in May.  The next 
BASA meeting will be Wednesday June 25, 2008.  

 

 

1CH on the glider staging area at Minden (photo by 
Marko Rocznik). 

Membership Chairman (Wolf Weber) 

Joining/Leaving.  This month we had Frank Jenkins 
resign his associate membership, so the membership 
count is now at 69. We have two sponsor memberships 
and four associate memberships available. 

Sponsor Memberships For Sale.  If you have been in the 
club for a while and plan to stay, consider making the 
longer-term commitment to become a sponsor member. 
Buying a sponsor membership saves you $40/month in 
dues. Recent sales have been in the $2000 range. 

Looking to sell their sponsor membership: 
Ricardo Mestre 

Looking to buy a sponsor membership: 
Lisa Corsetti 

 

Can You Really Damage A Glider While 
Doing A Positive Control Check? 

The answer is yes.  On the Grob 103 in particular, the 
geometry of the spoiler control linkage is such that a 
side force is applied to the end of the spoiler control rod 
when the spoilers are beginning to open.  If strong 
downward pressure is applied to the spoiler cap while 
the spoilers are just barely open, the control rod will be 
bent.  This has recently happened to a Grob 103 
elsewhere in Northern California, and it happened to us 
with one of our Grobs a few years ago (we had to get 
the spoiler control rod replaced). 

So, extend the spoilers all the way before applying 
pressure for a positive control check.  And only 
fingertip pressure is required.  You don't need to push 
down hard with the palm of your hand to test whether 
the control linkage is secure. 

Another way to damage a glider while performing a 
positive control check is by grabbing the wrong handle.  
With a non-BASA Pegasus recently, the pilot pulled the 
gear handle when he thought he had the spoiler handle, 
resulting in a gear-up landing at zero knots forward 
speed (the resulting damage was minor).  So look at the 
control handle before you grab it – this applies on the 
ground as well as in flight. 

Canopy Covers For 5KM and 1CH – 
Similarities and Differences  

1CH and 5KM have similar canopy covers, and both 
now have windows over the fuselage solar panels.  But 
there are differences – on 1CH the window over the 
solar panels is attached by Velcro, while on 5KM it is 
permanently sewn into the cover. 

So there are some differences in how the covers should 
be handled: 

For 1CH:  Despite telling you all this for more than two 
years, folks are still removing the canopy cover with the 
solar panel cover in place.  This does 2 bad things. 

1) the rear canopy gets smudge marks by dragging the 
clear panel over it, and 
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2) the clear panel itself gets scrunched up with the 
canopy cover and will soon fall apart. 

So, on 1CH please remove the clear panel first and 
gently roll it up.  Then remove the canopy cover. 

For 5KM:  .  A window has been sewn in place for the 
solar panels, since this was significantly less expensive 
than the Velcro-attached window from Jaxida.  To 
remove the canopy cover, unzip the cover at the nose 
and fold it back (there is a zipper at the front of the 
cover, on the underside of the nose).  This will avoid 
dragging the vinyl window across the canopy which can 
mark the canopy like a crayon.  Note that if you just 
need to access the cockpit, you can unzip the front of 
the cover and fold it back while leaving the rear part in 
place (this works on 1CH as well). 

With all canopy covers, fold them up neatly with the 
inside surfaces facing each other.  If you fold, roll or 
simply ball the canopy cover up with inside surfaces 
touching outside surfaces, you are transferring dirt and 
grit from the outside of the cover to the inside, defeating 
one of the main purposes of the cover. 

Flight Committee Chairman (Jim Britton) 

Tunnel vision- don't let this happen to you.  When 
you have spent more than a couple of decades hanging 
around the local gliderport you think you have seen it 
all.  I have personally witnessed the usual collection of 
gliders destroyed by wing drops into long grass on 
takeoff, and damaged egos and bellies due to failure to 
extend the landing gear.  On wet grass this it isn't too 
bad - I've not seen it on concrete yet... 

Both of the above - while causing damage to the 
equipment - don't usually hurt the pilot.  The common 
accident that does - because the glider is carrying 
significant energy - is the low final turn.  Let me 
recount one that I witnessed at Hollister a few years 
back when  we were based North of Runway 24.   

The situation was this:  I first noticed the glider when it 
was on left downwind for 24 - and far too low for a 
normal circuit.  You get conditioned to seeing 2-seaters 
doing this when under instruction for various reasons - 
but this was a single seater.  When the glider was just 
past the runway intersection it made a swift 90 degree 
left turn then straightened up - so he was now facing me 
on the old glider staging area, and he was very low.  I 
assumed he would overfly me and land long on runway 
31.  To my surprise he then made another tight 90 
degree left turn and landed long on 24.  That final turn 

brought the left wingtip very, very close to disaster - but 
in this case no damage was done.  

So what did our lucky pilot do right? - He used well 
banked turns and kept his speed up. 

And what did he do wrong? - He clearly either started 
the circuit low or failed to react to unexpected 
conditions on downwind, and allowed himself to get 
into a position where a very low final turn was 
required.  After the first 90 degree turn he was almost 
looking down 31 yet he ignored it. Why?  What would 
you have done? 

Have fun.  Stay safe.  See you down the airport soon. 

Treasurer (Charles Hanes) 

Checking:     $5,829 
Ins. fund:    $50,532 
5KM loan:  $66,482 

The checking balance is lower than usual due to 
expenses for the 1CH and 5KM annuals, including the 
transponder, oxygen system, and solar panel upgrades 
to 5KM. 

Members late on dues:  Chris de Roulet, Ricardo 
Mestre, John Murayama, and Clyde Cotterell.   
Check your balances and get those dues in. 

Where Should I Store Parachutes, 
Canopy Covers And All This Other 
Stuff? 

We had a note from Hollister Gliding Club recently that 
their two parachutes were nowhere to be found, and 
they were wondering if maybe a BASA member or 
members had grabbed them.  Also, a BASA member 
found two BASA parachutes left in the 5KM trailer 
rather than on the proper storage shelf.  So, here is a 
reminder on what goes where at Hollister: 

Parachutes and Cushions.  When you walk into the 
storage room of the HGC office-trailer, the large 
shelves immediately to your right are for BASA 
parachutes and other BASA items.  All BASA 
parachutes should be in parachute bags that have a 
BASA logo or other BASA identification on them. 

There is another set of shelves in the middle of the 
storage room where back cushions and the HGC 
parachutes are stored.  The HGC parachutes are in grey 
storage bags that don't say "BASA" on them.  So if you 
don't see "BASA" on the parachute storage bag, don't 
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use the parachute (although you could ask HGC for 
permission to borrow one of theirs if too many of ours 
are away for repacking).   

Also on these shelves in the middle of the room are a 
variety of seat and back cushions.  Most of these belong 
to HGC, but there are two medium-sized grey cushions 
that are upholstered the same as the interior of 36L – 
those belong to BASA.  There are also two wedge-
shaped ones, one of which is covered with grey cloth 
and the other with blue cloth.  Those belong to BASA 
as well, and were created for tall pilots who are trying 
to get comfortable in a Pegasus with the seat-back 
removed. 

Canopy Covers, Rudder Locks, Wing Stands, etc.  What 
to do with all the stuff you remove from the glider 
before flying?  The key thing is DO NOT LEAVE 
STUFF ON THE CONCRETE WHERE THE GLIDER 
WAS PARKED.  Power planes will taxi through the 
glider tie-down area when the gliders are away, 
oblivious to the fact that they risk running over our 
rudder locks, wing stands, etc.  Even if they don't run 
stuff over, they blast it with dirt from their propeller 
wash. 

So, NEVER LEAVE A CANOPY COVER ON THE 
RAMP.  Covers for 5KM or 1CH go in the plastic cover 
boxes for that glider, stored in or under the trailer for 
that glider while the glider is out flying.  Canopy covers 
for other gliders can be stored in the glider cockpit, in 
the glider trailer, or on the BASA storage shelves inside 
the HGC storage room.  Wing stands for the Pegasus 
can be left flat on the ground under the Pegasus trailer.  
Rudder locks can be stored in or under the trailer of 
their glider. 

Reporting Glider Squawks (Matt Gillis)  

Reports of squawks should be sent by e-mail to the 
glider alias, "N#"@flybasa.org; e.g., 
n451ch@flybasa.org.  The ship captains, maintenance 
personnel, execs and other important recipients will 
then receive the information.   

If you encounter a problem that could ground the glider, 
it is important to also call the ship captain and 
Maintenance Chairman ASAP.   

Wave Camp Report (Harry Fox)  
We had a classic Minden wave day to start our Wave 
Camp on Sunday May 11.  Ed Knapp and Marko 
Rocznik trailered 1CH up from Hollister on Saturday, 

while Peter Reischl helped me get 1LV through its 
annual inspection on Saturday morning at Air Sailing, 
and then we trailered it over to Minden.  Both gliders 
were assembled Saturday afternoon, so we would be 
ready to fly on Sunday. 

Peter and Ed took the first flight in 1CH, going to 
17,999 altitude and venturing north to Carson City.   

Then Marko Rocznik flew with me in 1CH (flight trace 
below – look at this on www.flybasa.org to see a better 
picture).   

Marko worked us up through rotor thermals to about 
11,000 MSL, then upwind into the wave, where the lift 
went as high as 15 knots – a very smooth, fast elevator.  
We cruised south to the Sonora Pass area, then north up 
the middle of Lake Tahoe to Truckee and back to 
Minden, for 286 km as measured by OLC. 

It was beautiful flying above the snow-covered 
mountains and scattered rotor clouds. 
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Emerald Bay / Lake Tahoe from 17,000 MSL (photo by 
Marko Rocznik). 

Glider Locations 
As of May 15, glider locations are: 

DG-1000 1CH At Minden for Wave Camp.  Will 
move to Air Sailing around May 
20. 

DG-505 5KM In service at Hollister. 

Grob 36L In service at Hollister. 

Junior 6DS In service at Hollister.  Will go to 
AirSailing for Thermaling Camp 
on May 24. 

Pegasus 9JH In service at Hollister. 

Pegasus 1LV At Minden for repairs.  Should be 
ready for pick-up by May 23 or 
May 26. 

When Are We Moving Gliders and 
Trailers to Truckee? 
The DG-1000 and Pegasus 1LV will move to Truckee 
on June 7.  The Junior will be available at Air Sailing 
beginning May 31.  It will be moved to Truckee on June 
7, unless someone wants to fly it over from Air Sailing 
earlier. 

The maintenance and camping trailers for Truckee are 
now in storage at Sparks.  They can be moved to 
Truckee whenever a volunteer can get to them.  If they 
don't get moved sooner, we'll tow them over during the 
week of Cross-Country Camp, June 1-7. 

 

Maintenance Chairman (Matt Gillis) 

Everyone needs to pitch in on maintenance tasks.  In 
last month's newsletter we included a list where all 
members were assigned to a glider for maintenance 
tasks.  Please pitch in by contacting the maintenance 
captain for the glider you are assigned to, and ask what 
you can do.  Several tasks are mentioned below, such as 
rodent barriers, waxing and miscellaneous tasks.   

We need to take a close look at the glider trailers as 
well as the gliders.  John Pierce has volunteered to be 
Trailer Captain, but he will need assistance from 
members in carrying out tasks.  I would like each Ship 
Captain to coordinate with John on updating the 
maintenance list (if you haven’t already) and then 
enlisting members to get at least the crucial items taken 
care of before the XC season is in full swing.  We made 
a dent in this last year, but we need to be diligent and 
get the trailers in good shape.  In addition, we are 
gathering pictures during the assembly processes to 
create more simplified graphic versions of assembly 
checklists.   

Errors and damage during glider assembly and 
disassembly.  While observing the assembly and 
disassembly of gliders we have noted an interesting 
human characteristic:  The more people are involved, 
the more likely something will go wring.  Often when 
there are too many cooks, nobody is in charge and 
things can get done out of sequence.  The problem is 
that doing things out of sequence can lead to missing 
something or overlooking something in the process.   

So, standard procedure is for ONE person to be in 
charge of the process and in possession of the checklist; 
they direct each step in order and verify completion 
before the next step is performed.  The order of 
operations needs to come from that one person.  If you 
are one of ten people helping, wait patiently for the 
"director" to issue the next step.  It seems the more 
people there are, the more chatting and distraction there 
is, so this becomes even more important.   

The ship captains are also going to assemble succinct 
pictorial checklists that provide visual cues to what 
needs to be done.  Thanks guys.  Once a person has 
assembled and disassembled a glider a few times, they 
only need sequential cues.  If checklists are wordy, I 
have found people do not read them because they are 
providing too much information.  The pictorial 
approach seems like a good one and easy in today's 
digital realm. 

A related note: if a glider, trailer or other mechanical 
item isn’t going together or coming apart with a 
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reasonable amount of force, applying more will usually 
not help matters and may break something.  Stop, think 
and check why it isn’t going smoothly. 

- Matt Gillis , Maintenance Chairman 

N505KM.  The DG-505 is back from Williams after 
installation of an EDS O2 system, a transponder, as well 
as some other items.  It has a solar panel and dual 
charge controller like the DG-1000; however, the tail 
battery and the new solar panels are smaller, so we need 
to monitor the draw down on the battery for the first 
few months to determine if the charger can keep both 
batteries charged with the longer days and long flights.  
We are in the process of refurbishing one of the tail 
batteries which has lost capacity.  The second battery is 
OK, but is not new.   

If the glider is flown for over 5 hours, landed late with 
flights scheduled the next day and/or the batteries are 
drawn down below 12.5 volts, the main battery needs to 
be removed and charged on the AC charger to insure 
the tail battery gets adequately charged.  The "master" 
switches on 5KM are set up the same way as 1CH  with 
a separate battery master switch for the transponder. 

N451CH.  Notes from Jim Britton :  Technical note 
TN1000-12 was completed on time and on budget by 
Aircrafters in Watsonville in late April, so the ship is 
now fully aerobatic again.  It is now relocated into the 
mountains for the summer.  I will be watching the 
online reservations and assigning waxing tasks when 
necessary.   

Finally an important reminder from last months Bugle:  
The wing and horizontal tail surfaces of the DG-1000 
are a thin carbon-fiber sandwich that can dent easily.  
So, don't lift up under the horizontal stabilizer to move 
the tail of the DG-1000, and be careful in grabbing the 
wings.  Also, the winglets of the DG-1000 and DG-505 
are not designed to be used as handles for maneuvering 
these gliders on the ground.  Always grasp the wingtip 
at the bottom of the winglet – don't hold onto the top of 
the winglet.  Make sure your passengers know this if 
they are going to walk the wing  

Thanks! -- Jim Britton 

Other 451CH Miscellaneous Maintenance Items (from 
Matt): 

1. Tail dolly felt padding:  This is beginning to 
wear down and peel off.  Bulk felt can be 
obtained from OSH or other hardware store and 
applied with contact cement.  Contact Jim or 
Matt on details.   

2. There is a wool/net glove or two for wiping off 
the wings.  The net side works really well for 

removing bugs.  It is kept in the BASA 
maintenance trailer at Truckee.  Use this for all 
the gliders. 

3. Wing joint re-taping should be done at least 
monthly to avoid accumulating too much goo 
on the gelcoat.  Otherwise, it requires strong 
solvent and lots of rubbing to remove off tape 
adhesive.  The recommended solvent for 
removing goo from gliders is plain gasoline, 
rather than rubbing alcohol, turpentine, paint 
thinner etc.  (Yes, gasoline is what the glider 
manufacturers and experienced fiberglass 
repairers recommend.) 

4. Rudder lock needs replacement:  The one we 
are now using actually belongs to Quest.  We 
should replace it with one of ours (that doesn’t 
flop around).  I have had covers fabricated for 
the padding to prevent the rubber from 
decomposing and will get some made up. 

N599JH.  This Pegasus is in service at Hollister.  The 
tailwheel recently had a flat.  With Drew's assistance, I 
got the tube changed, so it is in service.  In the process, 
I noticed that there is very little clearance (none) 
between the valve stem and the wheel well, so the valve 
cap was kept off to prevent dragging on the wheel well.  
We will look into having a groove ground out to 
accommodate the valve stem.  It puzzles me that a 
larger wheel hub bushing is simply not used in the 
design to give the small extra space.   

A small crack was developing in the canopy behind the 
sliding window.  We stop-drilled the hole.  Clark 
Mason obtained some acrylic glue and got it glued, so 
the problem appears resolved.  Thanks Clark.   

Remember to wipe the bugs off the leading edges after 
flight and replace wing tape periodically.   

N101LV.  This Pegasus is currently in the shop at 
Minden for repairs.  It was found that a wooden 
mounting block for an aileron bellcrank had come 
unglued from its mounting bulkhead, deep in the 
fuselage behind the main wheel.  The Soar Minden shop 
is fixing this.  Also, the transponder was not reporting 
Mode C altitudes, so Chaparral Avionics in Minden 
took a look at this and diagnosed it as a wiring problem, 
which they will fix.  They also found that the altimeter 
is worn out and won't pass muster, so a new altimeter 
will be installed 

The annual inspection was also performed recently at 
Air Sailing (thinks to Peter Reischl and Harry Fox  for 
taking care of this).  The highlight was vacuuming 
about a pound of seeds out of hiding places that could 
be accessed only after removing the seatpan.  But we 
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didn't find any mouse nests, and otherwise the interior 
was pretty clean. 

The inspectors did note some stress cracks in an interior 
fuselage panel under the seat pan, on the right side.  
They said it just needs a little sanding and a fiberglass 
patch, and is not urgent. 

An anti-mouse barrier for 1LV has been constructed out 
of 2x6 wood, common hardware bits, and steel wool 
(which is apparently the equivalent of concertina wire 
to a mouse).  Its kind of like a prison wall at mouse 
scale, but designed to keep them out rather than in.   

Here is how it looks opened up for placement around 
the main wheel of the glider: 

 

Here is how it looks when closed up: 

 

If you would like to build one of these for another 
glider, Harry Fox  can supply you with plans and some 
of the parts. 

N3836L.  The Grob 103 is currently online at Hollister.  
There are still a few issues  and some were resolved 
recently: 

1. Radio speaker has been replaced and it appears 
to be fixed.   

2. The rear pouch was removed:  We are 
considering simply using a ‘shaving pouch' 
and applying Velcro on the back and bottom 
to keep it stationary.  Volunteers for this are 
being solicited. 

3. Elevator trim:  The elevator trim does not go 
back far enough when the glider has two large 
passengers in it.  This is likely due to the 
W&B issue.  In any case, with two pilots 
aboard, constant back stick is required when 
thermaling.  There even appears insufficient 
back stick with steeper banks.   

4. Elevator stick flutter:  Haven is looking into 
getting replacement parts for the trim tab 
connection.   

N106DS.  The Junior will go to Thermaling Camp 
around May 24, and then will be moved to Truckee on 
or after May 31.  Since rodent droppings/nests are a 
problem when this glider is brought to Truckee, we will 
need to create housings for around the main gear to 
keep out the rodents. 

The N106DS glider crew has got a preliminary design 
for a storage pouch.  We are going to apply Velcro to a 
‘shaving pouch’ and the side and horizontal surface 
next to the pilot to hold it in place.  If you fly the 
Junior, why not volunteer to take on this task? 

Upcoming Events 
Air Sailing Thermaling Camp.  May 26-30.  Contact 
Rolf Peterson, 925-447-5620, 925-447-4255, 
rolfpete@aol.com. 

Air Sailing Cross-Country Camp.  June 1-6.  Contact 
David Prather, 530-748-7275, 
dwprather68@yahoo.com. 

NSA Bishop Encampment.  June 15-19.  Nevada 
Soaring Association will provide a towplane at Bishop 
during this period.  Contact: Bob Spielman, 775-345-
0410, thudpilot1@msn.com. 

Truckee Soaring Camp.  June 23-27.  Contact Richard 
Pearl.  (925) 933-4558. 

Parowan Safari.  July 5 to July 13. 

BASA Air Sailing Week?  Last year several BASA 
pilots who had flown at the Cross-Country Camp 
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suggested that we have our own week at Air Sailing 
later in the summer, where a group of BASA pilots 
would gather and fly together. 

Gerlach Dash.  August 9-10, starting and finishing from 
Air Sailing.  Contact: Bob Spielman, 775-345-0410, 
thudpilot1@msn.com.  Rooms are available at Bruno's 
Country Club in Gerlach, call "Bruno" or "Skeeke" at 
775-557-2220 to reserve, no deposit required; or camp 
out on the playa with your Camper, RV or Tent. 

 

Ed Knapp over the Carson Valley (photo by Marko 
Rocznik). 

Vacation Reservations for 2008 
Every BASA member may reserve a glider for up to 
five days midweek (Monday through Friday), once per 
calendar year.  Up to three of these five days may be for 
a two-place glider, with the rest in a single-place glider.  
This "vacation reservation" is in addition to the normal 
reservations allowed under BASA rules.  Reservations 
may be allowed for weekend events or for extended 
periods to accommodate camps and safaris, with the 
permission of the Executive Committee. 

If you want to make a vacation reservation, contact 
Harry Fox . 

Glider and Dates Pilot 

DG-1000, May 19-21 Pat Dolan (at Minden) 

DG-1000 and Junior, May 
25 to May 30 

Ed Knapp and Marco 
Flagg (Air Sailing 
Thermaling Camp) 

DG-1000, Pegasi 1LV; 
June 1 to June 6  

Christian Ilmi (Air Sailing 
XC Camp) 

DG-1000, June 16-18 Ed Lord (NSA Bishop 
Encampment) 

DG-1000, June 30 to July 
2 

Steve Ascher (at Truckee) 

DG-1000, maybe a 
Pegasus; July 5-13 

Parowan Safari (vacation 
reservation days will be 
charged to BASA pilots 
using these gliders) 

DG-1000, August 8-10 Clark Mason (Gerlach 
Dash) 

 

Executive Committee  execs@flybasa.org 
President –    Harry Fox 
Vice President –    Jeremy Zawodny 
Treasurer –    Charles Hanes 
Flight Committee Chairman – Jim Britton  
Maintenance Chairman –   Matt Gillis 
 
Flight Committee  flightcomm@flybasa.org 
Chairman –  Jim Britton  
Members: Stan Davies Peter Reischl 
  Harry Fox Steve Ascher (CFIG) 
  Hans Van Weersch Jeremy Zawodny 
  Jonathan Hughes (CFIG) 
   
Approved CFIGs: Drew Pearce (H) Charlie Hayes 

Jonathan Hughes Steve Ascher (T) 
Mike Johnson (T) Doug Lent (T) 
Lee Edling (ASI) Ruth Cook (H) 
Jeffrey Hazlegrove (H) 
 

Club Aircraft  Ship Captains  
DG-1000 (451CH) –  Jim Britton 
DG-505 (505KM)  Terry Byers 
Grob 103 (3836L) –  Peter Reischl; Ed Knapp 
Pegasus (599JH ) –  Steve Saglio 
Pegasus (101LV) –  Lee Edling 
SZD-51 (6DS)  Clark Mason 
 
Other Volunteers  Officers    
Membership Chairman –  Wolf Weber 
Website Maintenance – Jeremy Zawodny 
Insurance Chairman –  Dave Walker 
Wave Camp Chairman –   Hans Van Weersch 
Trailers–    John Pierce 
 
Regional Officers  Hollister  Mountains 
Parachutes Officer –  John Pierce Steve Ascher 
 

 


