Bay Area Soaring Associates
PO Box 70656
Sunnyvale, CA 94086

BASA Meeting Wednesday August 29.

The next BASA meeting will be Wednesday August 29,
2007. The main topics for discussion will revolve
around membership issues: (i) Should the Sponsor
members have additional privileges when compared to
Associate members? (ii) Should we have Family
memberships allowing spouses, or parents and ehildr
to join for less than the cost of two regular
memberships? See below in this issue for somieeof t
ideas that have been floated.

We will also discuss plans for the upcoming Panoche
weekends in September and October. See below for
more details.

The meeting will be at the International House of
Pancakes, 5403 Stevens Creek Boulevard in Santa Cla
(just off Hwy 280). We have the room reserved from
6PM, and the meeting will start around 7PM.
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Running the wing at Panoche. (Photo by Kurt Thams.
Membership Chairman (Jeremy Zawodny)

Joining/Leaving We have two new members joining in
the last month. The previously introdudddtthew
Colgan has joined. (We jumped the gun a bit too soon
last time.) As printed back in the April issuetioé

Bugle: Matt Colgan, a graduate student at Stanidrd
has experience flying Grob 103s and 2-33s in Baulde
Colorado. He also has some winch time at Lasham,
England and is looking forward to starting into Xa@h
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BASA. He's also been working on the flight line fo
Quest at Hollister.

Lisa Corsetti is a power pilot who recently earned her
commercial gilder add-on at Truckee and is already
checked out in the Grob 103 thanks to Ruth. She’s
actively looking for XC mentoring pilots to helptge
beyond the comfort zone of the local airport.

We have no departing members this month, leavimg ou
roster at 72 members.

Sponsor Memberships For Sal€here are multiple
sponsor memberships currently for sale. Buying one
saves you $40/month. If you have been in the fdula
while, and plan to stay in, a sponsor membership is
great savings of dues and helps those who needve |
the club.

Treasurer (Charles Hanes)

Checking account balance: 9,265.
Ins. Account balance: 46,891.
New Glider Fund balance: 42.500.

| have transferred another $2,500 from the checking
account to the New Glider Fund.

Members late on dues are n®icardo Mestre, John
Murayama, Kevin Brick, Ruth Cook, andSteve
Woolery. Please bring your accounts current ASAP.

A number of members are still show BFRs out-of-date
get me your updates.

Panoche Weekends September 22-23 and
October 13-14

The owner of the Panoche airstrip has invited wkba
and this year two weekends are planned when gliders
and tow planes will be based at the Panoche airstri
September 22-23 and October 13-14. BASA pilots are
encouraged to attend, and use of BASA glidershisr t
event will have priority.

When this event was held in late September last yea
the thermals were going to more than 9,000 MSL iwith
10 miles of the Panoche airstrip. Good lift wascteed
from local tows, with at least one intrepid pilot

Page 1



BASA Bugle

releasing at 1500 AGL and climbing out for a cross-
country flight from there. For photos of last year
event, see
http://www.flickr.com/photos/83093459@N00/sets/721
57594298462769/For video, see
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5X768iLyCjs
(Thanks to Kurt Thams for both. And as to thatliag

in the Grob captured on the video, no that is yeadit

how we like to see it done.)

We plan to have the DG-1000 and the Junior back at
Hollister by September 21 (see below), so we should
have 4 gliders available to participate (Grob, Bega
DG-1000 and Junior). For now, please reserve a/BAS
glider on one of these weekends only if you plafiyto

to, at, or from Panoche. Note that the Hollistev t
planes will be busy at Panoche most of the time, so
tows at Hollister will likely be available only on
Saturday morning and late Sunday afternoon.

Accommodations are available eight miles away at
Mercey Hot Springs, where you can rent a cabin or
bring your own tent or RV. See
http://www.merceyhotsprings.corfar details.

If you don't yet have a Panoche checkout, you are
encouraged to get one before attending one of these
events. Because of the level of activity goingabthe
airstrip on September 22-23 and October 13-14 it ma
not be practical to give Panoche checkouts at those
times. A Panoche checkout prior to these weekend
events can be arranged with any of the HollistelG3F

We will try to have some Flight Committee members
and other experienced BASA pilots on hand for dual
flights in the Grob and DG-1000. We can also ajean
for some carpools and shuttles, so that a pilot filas
a glider to Panoche gets a ride back to Hollisterdce
versa.

Moving Gliders From Truckee in
September

The current plan is to move the Junior and the MGO1
to Hollister by September 21 so they are availédnle
the Panoche weekends in late September and mid
October. We have one volunteer to move the Juaior
Hollister on September 16. But we still need soneeo
to move the DG-1000, either by towing it in itsileg,

or by flying it from Truckee.

With good conditions, it may be possible to fly hé-
1000 from Truckee to an airport in the Sacramento o
San Joaquin Valley, and either trailer or aerotow t
Hollister from there. If you would be interested i
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participating in such an adventure either as alabpr
as crew, contact Matt Gillis.

When Truckee shuts down in mid-October, we wilbals
need to move Pegasus 1LV to Air Sailing and moee th
BASA maintenance and sleeping trailers to storage i
Sparks, and we will need some volunteers for those
tasks.

Glider Locations

As of August 15, glider locations are:
DG-1000 1CH In service at Truckee.
Pegasus 1LV In service at Truckee.
Junior 6DS In service at Truckee.
Grob 36L In service at Hollister.
Pegasus 9JH In service at Hollister.

Salinas Air Show September 28-29-30

The Salinas Air Show will be held September 28-29-3
Drew Pearce is planning to display a glider and is
looking for volunteers to help staff the displaydan
answer questions. This is an opportunity to prantog
sport of soaring to an audience of other pilots and
aviation enthusiasts. Look for announcements from
Drew on the hgcgroup e-mail group, for more details

Membership Policy Changes

A number of issues regarding BASA membership
policies have come up lately.. These are (in r&vers
order of potential impact):

(i) Should we have some sort of "Student Pilot
Membership" (but without flight privileges) that
encourages student glider pilots to become more
familiar with BASA while training for their glider
rating?

(if) Should we have a "Family Membership" that @l
the spouse or child of a current member to joirafor
reduced rate? If so, who would be allowed to ds, th
and what rules would apply? One suggestion we have
heard is that if Family Memberships were instity i
glider reservation rules would apply is if therergve

only one member (i.e., only one Hollister resemati

and one mountain reservation in place at a tim¢hier
whole family).

(iii) Should there be more differential in privileg or

dues between the Sponsor and Associate members? In
previous years, BASA charged Associate members
twice the dues of Sponsor members, and only Sponsor
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members could reserve the gliders. Also, the nurobe
Associate members was limited to the same as the
Sponsor members, and a waiting list applied foersh
who wanted to join. Currently we have had a number
of Sponsor memberships for sale for a long timet so
seems we need to do something to make Sponsor
memberships more attractive in comparison to
Associate memberships.

We will discuss these topics at the August meeting.
This is a brainstorming session — bring your icka
be ready to listen to others as well as participate
yourself.

2007 Gerlach DashEed Lord and Clark
Mason)

What Ed & Clark did on their summer soaring
vacation

During the first week in August, ASI and the Nevada
Soaring Association glider club put on the annual
"Gerlach Dash" soaring race. Gerlach is in theBla
Rock Desert which is a dry lake bed in northwestern
Nevada about 60 miles from AirSailing. It is
considered one of the flattest surfaces on thd esot
an ideal glider landing out site!! It also is tige for
Amateur Rocket Research, th& private rocket sent
into space, and the site of th& &and only supersonic
land speed record.

The "Dash" has been held continuously for almost 40
years and was originally established and spondoyed
Alex "Watermelon" Burnett and his lovely wife, the
"Queen of Soaring" Norma Burnett, and was held at
their ranch in Fallon, Nevada. The Dash eventually
migrated and found a new route from ASI to Gerlach,
and still to this day is promoted as an informal
introductory XC soaring challenge. Two race course
tasks are offered, the "short" course (a doglegctlir
route) for low performance gliders and the "long"
course (specific task assignment) for higher
performance gliders. Either way, the journey to
Gerlach is always an adventure, with only one tling
the mind of the most experienced glider pilots, the
ultimate trophy, RAVIOLI at Bruno’s Country Club in
Gerlach.

Yes, my BASA compadres, it's time to step into the
confessional, and admit "We Fly for Ravioli".

Saturday started out when | teamed up for the tirss
with my new Irish friend Clark Mason, after he table
bait and tagged onto my BASA reservation. Saturday
was abnormally cold. Outside temperature was ~ 75
degrees, with winds out of the SW at ~25 kts ased th
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sky was totally blue. Things did not look very
promising to even make it out of the Truckee basin.
But | remembered those words of encouragement from
Harry Fox, when we last flew out of TRK on Juné&’23
when the wind was howling and the sky was totally
blue: "Ed, it looks pretty challenging, but lefsayit a
try, there may be wave up there". And that dagedr
out to be one of the most unique and fun soariyg tla
can remember. Could today be a similar weather
phenomena and yield spasms of uncontained soaring
excitement?

Clark had bumped into Hans Van Weersch who was
preparing 1LV and Hans emphasized the challenging
conditions and need for conservative flying. Bretige
advice and well taken from such a seasoned pildt su
as Hans. So like two lonesome disoriented summer
school children, Clark and I held class at the Soar
Truckee picnic table and charted and planned autero
studying alternative airport landout options alding
way using the Cross-Country Camp "Cone of Comfort"
technigue. Or as Camp participants Jason and abas
called it, "The Cone of Death". We had planned on
flying the glider from Truckee to ASI then doingeth
"long course" task which begins at ASI, then trangel
SE to Silver Springs, west to Dayton, north thethto
Flannigan RR intersection, then race to Gerlachctlir
(149.6 miles). Sounds simple enough? Earlier
planning had us at a conservative 4nm/1000 feebibut
the day we scaled even that back. (Harry's’ laste
on email where that in wave conditions you cansggt
at 15kts that seems to go on forever!!) So we etque
that it was going to be difficult to get anywhene
wanted to be super conservative and maybe it would
turn out to be only a local flight. Clark and tigped

the covers from One Charlie Hotel, did our prefitig
and staged the ship at the tarmac. We launcheshdro
noon.

"Belts secure, altimeter set, check the X-winddraga
tail dolly off and confirmed, PIC announced "SIX
ZULU, ONE CHARLIE HOTEL, CANOPY LOCKED,
SPOILERS LOCKED... READY FOR TAKE
OFF.."... "Roger One Charlie Hotel."

We got off tow at 8K (2100 agl), but it was toughget
away from Truckee — at one stage we got down again
8K, streaking back to the "hot rocks" to top upiag

We made several ascents to 10-12K but pooping out —
took two hours of pretty dogged determination facgs
just NE of the hot rocks, eventually making > 14K
where we could commit and leave the basin for Stead
Clark will attest to what was to become my constant
wishful soaring refrain: "Clark, | think we're inawe."
Clark respond: "Na ya crazy bloat ... it's just a wee
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topping out thermal ... just playing with ya mate."
said to myself, "Geez, we're flying a glider, ndicat.
Am | going to need a 'wee' translator for thistilig'
But it turned out that a translator was not neagssan
fact by the time we returned to Truckee after dnig
the bar Ed was talking ebonic Irish Gaelic, juiseli
Clark!

Scratching out of Truckee.

Once we departed Mt. Rose, we called Reno Approach
on 126.3 and requested a transponder check, mainly
because Reno Approach was constantly announcing to
all commercial traffic: "Numerous glider activity the
area, be advised use extreme caution." Reno Approa
was very accommodating if not relieved, that astea
there was one glider reporting in and was transeond
equipped. They asked us to squawk 1300 — and of
course we complied and they had us "painted".

We made good time with a 20 kt tailwind, toppedaiff
11K at Stead and headed for ASI. As it turnediater
on, requesting a transponder check with flightdwihg
on frequency turned out to be a blessing, because a
Southwest Airlines pilot initiated an "incident"part,
complaining that th&®eno Approach controllatid not
maintain proper separation between him and another
glider loitering along the Dogskin Mountains. I've
never heard of such a complaint, and | always pnesu
that ALL complaints from commercial jet traffic weer
initiated against glider pilots, by some crusty ol'
commercial airline captain, who if he realized how
many gliders were flying in the area (we estimbt t
there were about 35 to 45 gliders aloft, from thieité/
Mountains to the Black Rock Desert), | would
guarantee you that captain would voluntarily retinel
take up real estate as a safer profession.

We later learned that we were literally "in theacle
(we believe the incident involved another non-
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transpondeequipped glider), because we were
transponder equipped, we had been in contact with
Reno Approach and we were still on frequency wndil
arrived at ASI and requested a frequency changee... w
were only required to maintain visual separation.

OK, we're now at ASI, now what do we do? Two
things were going through my mind: Elvis Presldyits
song "It's Late And We Gotta Get On Home", and the
prospect of ravioli. After much discussion witha€X,
we mutually decided to scratch doing the "long selur
Our reasoning was it was later in the day thaneady
wanted (2:30pm) and the first turnpoint on the |tamgk
was Silver Springs, 35 miles south and into thedwin
Plus we heard a radio call that someone on theaGrerl
Dash was low and was landing out at Silver Springs.
So we elected to do the short course (54.1 miled)g®
direct to Gerlach, and "Fly for the Ravioli." (Veee

not sure if anyone actually made the long courag th
day!) Mmm ... Bruno’s Ravioli RULE!

So off to Tule Peak where we got to 13K, then rfin o
to the Flannigan intersection, and at 11K we headed
the Pah Rum thermal bowl and here it did not let us
down. We got the best and strongest thermal ofidlye
that took us quickly to over 15K — it was still gqi
strong but Gerlach was easily made with a tail wind
From that height with a tail wind in One Charlietelo
we made the run through the finish gate at
approximately 4:35 PM with 6K feet AGL to spare.
After burning up some altitude looking for naked
people at Burning Man, we headed back to the Gerlac
Dash Airport and set up our approach, landing en th
playa around 5:15 PM, much to the joy of the NSA
airport support crew whose stomach "dowsers" were
going into withdrawal dreaming of cold beer and
ravioli.

After checking into our motel room, about 35
participates and guests enjoyed a glorious barafuet
you guessed it ... RAVIOLI, roast beef, chicken,
creamed spinach, vegetables, breaded zucchini, beer
wine... A’hhh ... Clark Mason has found a home away
from home ... giving full meaning to the word
"BLOAT". The highlight of the banquet was that NSA
member "Stoney" won the race for the low perforneanc
glider route ... get this... he flew a Schweitzer 1a2@
handicapped speed of over 75mph! In addition¢o th
award ceremony , everyone was busy sharing soaring
experiences and camaraderie of the day.

On Sunday morning, we got up at dawn, ate breakfast
and then traveled out to the playa to plan our dapa
The weather was looking pretty dreary until soms cu
began to pop, but by then we were dealing with &t35
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headwind, on takeoff and all the way back to Trecke
The takeoff was pretty challenging with a stiff

headwind, combined with the prop wash churning up
tons of dust, creating almost zero visibility.give new
meaning to IFR: "l Follow Rope". The techniquettha

Clark and | planned and implemented, was once we ha

sufficient speed and aileron control, we swungo t
left on the roll out to avoid the temporary IMC tus
conditions. Once airborne, we got off at 6000 fett

a boomer up to 17,500 feet and off to ASI ... we
thought! The 35 kt headwind turned out to be qthite
nemesis which greatly reduced our performance to a
ground speed of 38 kts at times.

On the playa at Gerlach.

Clark and | were not really in a hurry to go anyvwehe

because we were concerned that Bob Spielman, a.k.a.

"Chukar", (an F-105 Thunderchief "Thud" pilot) who
was flying the 1-26 back to ASI, might need a sniff
glider as a spotter, to assist if he were to lamd @&ut
Chukar who bravely also fought tB& kt headwingd
amazingly was able to penetrate over the westgorti
of the Tule Peak range and land back at his homnteapo

ASI, an even more commendable feat for a 1-26. Way

to go Chukar!

By the time Clark and | made it back to ASI, we aver
beat and exhausted. Fighting a 35 kt headwindasl|
is more like "work". As a result, Clark and | maale
mutual decision to land at ASI and get some rége
could see wave setting up to the south but withatimel
flowing from the SW directly against our flight patso

we made arrangements to take a tow back to Truckee.

After we made it back home to TRK, we cleaned,
washed and dried the glider, put the "drapes” nd, a
called it a day. Overall, making it to Gerlach andre
importantly, making it to dinner, and then making t
back at least to ASI, and towing back to TRK, was/v
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satisfying. Although, and | think Clark will agree
watching Chukar fly the return route in what was
probably one of the most challenging headwind
conditions, and actually witness him make it back,
watching his progress from above, taking littlebya
steps" along the way, was worth the price of adimiss
alone. It was one of the best XC soaring lessons |
seen to date, how to make progress in an extreme
headwind environment in a low performance 1-26 .ship

Can’t wait until next year to do the "Dash"! Ouéra
impressions from Clark: It is an awesome placiyto
not to be missed — glider pilots are crazy in e
friendly kinda way — and although talent can sefgara
the best, the key to cross country flight is cormmaitt
within a known flight envelope.

Ed "DoDo Bird" Lord and Clark "What Wave" Mason

New Officers for BASA

Nomination and election of BASA officers will come
up in the September — October time frame. A few of
the current officers have served for a long tinmg] a
would like to take a break. If you think you colidip
the club by taking on an officer role, please talkhe
current officers about what is involved.

Dual Cross-Country Flights in BASA
Gliders

The following pilots are permitted to make cross-
country flights in the DG-1000:

Steve Ascher
Jonathan Hughes
Hans VanWeersch

Charlie Hayes
Drew Pearce
Russell Holtz

Jeremy Zawodny Harry Fox

Lee Edling Matt Gillis

Darryl Ramm Daniel Ruegemer
Jim Britton Lance Cushenberry
Wolf Webber

Feel free to contact these pilots to schedule aatoas-
country flight. The best way is to schedule the-DG
1000 for the afternoon block on the day you warityto
then e-mail these pilots to see if you can re@né to
fly with you. You can reach the pilots on the FRlig
Committee (part of the above list) with a singlmaH

to flightcomm @ flybasa.org. Also, check the BASA
online schedule — sometimes a pilot will resenee th
DG-1000 and include a note that they are looking fo
another pilot for a cross-country flight.
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Executive Committee execs@flybasa.org

President — Harry Fox

Vice President — Jeremy Zawodny
Treasurer — Charles Hanes

Flight Committee Chairman —
Maintenance Chairman —

Jonathan Hughes
Matt Gillis

Flight Committee flightcomm@flybasa.org

Chairman — Jonathan Hughes (CFIG)
Members: Stan Davies Peter Reischl
Steve Ascher (CFIG)
Harry Fox Hans Van Weersch

Miguel Flores Jeremy Zawodny
Ruth Cook (CFIG) Charlie Hayes (CFIG)

Approved CFIGs: Drew Pearce (H)
Russell Holtz (H)
Jonathan Hughes
Joe Silvestri (T)
Jan Driessen (T) Doug Lent (T)
Lee Edling (ASI) Ruth Cook (H)

Jeffrey Hazlegrove (H)

Brett Hinze (H)
Charlie Hayes
Steve Ascher (T)
Mike Johnson (T)
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Ship Captains

DG-1000 (451CH) —
Grob 103 (3836L) —
Pegasus (599JH ) —
Pegasus (101LV) — open
SZD-51 (6DS)

Other Volunteers

Matt Gillis

Peter Reischl; Ed Knapp
Steve Saglio

Clark Mason

Officers

MembershipChairman —
Website Maintenance —
Insurance Chairman —
Wave Camp Chairman

Regional Officers

Jeremy Zawodny
Jeremy Zawodny
Dave Walker

Hans Van Weersch

Hollister Mountains

Parachutes Officer —
Instruments/Electrical —
Maintenance Trailers —
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Jeremy Zawodny Steve Ascher

Michael Nelson open



