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PO Box 70656 
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Next BASA Meeting August 30 
There will be no July BASA meeting.  Instead, we 
hosted the Truckee Bash party on July 15. 

The next BASA meeting will be Wednesday, August 
30.   

 

Jeremy Zawodny finds shade under the wing of 1CH at 
Panoche International Airport.  (Photo by Jim Britton.) 

Treasurer (Charles Hanes) 

Checking account balance:  $6,646. 
Insurance account balance: $45,612. 
6DS loan balance:  $17,236. 

We just paid $3,000 as of July 16 to our club member 
lenders on the $20,000 loan on 6DS.  After allowing for 
the interest payments, that leaves the balance of 
$17,236 as indicated above.  We will continue to make 
payments quarterly on this loan.  This initial payment 
was smaller that I expect to make in future quarters 
since I am reserving $3,500 for the payment on the 
trailer for 6DS. 

Members late on their payments:  Ricardo Mestre, 
John Murayama, David Araujo, Ralf Hofmann, 
Michael Nelson and Steve Woolery.  You must bring 
your account current to restore your club flying 
privileges. 

Membership Chairman (Miguel Flores) 

New Associate Member.  We have one new associate 
member this month, Clark Mason.  Clark is a newly 
licensed glider pilot (out of Hollister) who, after some 
boring hours in power planes in the US and UK, finally 
got hooked on flying gliders.  He has already checked 
out in the Grob.  Please welcome Clark when you see 
him at the airport or meetings. 

Sponsor Memberships.  There are two sponsor 
memberships up for sale as one of our sponsors has 
recently relocated to Flagstaff, AZ.  Contact me if you 
are interested in saving $40 a month in dues.  I’ll direct 
you to the selling member where you two can make a 
deal.  Besides owning a membership that you can later 
sell, being a sponsor member also allows you to be club 
President or club Treasurer. 

Members Leaving.  None this month! 

One member joining and none leaving this month 
brings our membership count to 70. 

Contact Information.  On the membership contact 
roster, we have a column for cell or mobile phone 
numbers, in addition to home and work numbers.  I 
encourage all members to have their cell phone numbers 
listed here.  This really helps out when a member needs 
to contact you while you are driving to Hollister or to 
Truckee, or during a retrieve.  There can be changes in 
aircraft status, scheduling, or weather and towing, and a 
cell phone number allows members to share this 
information before you’ve completed that long drive to 
the airport.  Please send me an email with your cell 
number if it is not already listed and we’ll add it to the 
roster.  This information is not posted to the BASA 
website, and so is private to the club members.  I can 
also remove your home or work phone numbers if those 
are not necessary or useful ways to contact you. 

 

 

Flight Committee Chairman (Jonathan 
Hughes) 

Open-Cockpit 1-34?  Recently, we had an incident 
where the 1-34 canopy came open on tow.  No damage 
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was done to the canopy other than breaking the 
retaining strap, and the pilot did exactly what we all 
have been taught to do if this ever happens: KEEP 
FLYING THE AIRCRAFT!   The pilot was able to 
land the glider safely after releasing from tow.   

This was an insignificant incident because the pilot kept 
his head in the game and flew the tow until enough 
altitude was obtained to safely land.  Contrast this 
incident with a situation at another airport last year 
where three gliders were destroyed because a pilot was 
trying to close the canopy that had opened instead of 
flying the aircraft.  That pilot PIO’d his aircraft and 
managed to hit two others parked on the ramp. 

If the canopy ever opens in flight, let it go.  It can be 
replaced.  Your job is to fly your new open-cockpit 
glider.  I can’t speak from experience but I’m told by 
people who have had this happen to them that a side-
hinged canopy is virtually impossible to close in-flight 
once it has blown open.  Don’t bother trying to close it.  
Just land and deal with it on the ground. 

In this case, after a careful inspection of the canopy and 
hinges and replacement of the retaining strap, the glider 
was flying again that same afternoon. 

The latch on the 1-34 can easily come open if it is 
caught by a shirtsleeve or bumped with a knee.  Pilots 
need to verify that the canopy is closed and locked 
before takeoff.  It has been suggested that we use some 
wing tape to hold the latch closed.  This is a pilot’s 
individual choice and not one that I would necessarily 
recommend. 

Maintenance Chairman (Matt Gillis)  
Since Scott Boynton has picked up and moved to 
Arizona, we needed to find a new ship captain for the 
Junior 6DS.  Sam Arquila has agreed to move over 
from the 1-34 and become captain for the Junior, while 
Wolf Weber will be become ship captain for the 1-34.  
Thanks for stepping up, guys! 

Truckee Bash July 15 
BASA hosted the Truckee Bash this year on Saturday, 
July 15th.  This is intended to be a barbeque for the 
members of the three clubs that fly out of Truckee 
(BASA, Silverado Soaring and NCSA), the Soar 
Truckee staff, pilots who fly out of Truckee, and their 
families.  This year there were about 100 guests, and the 
crowd seemed to include a few folks who don't meet the 
description above.  The connection of some guests to 

the event appeared to be on the order of "my cousin's 
next-door-neighbor's jogging partner who heard there 
was free food and beer."  Nevertheless, most folks 
seemed to have some plausible connection to soaring, 
and we fed them all.  Just barely.  Next year the hosting 
club may want to do a better job of being clear about 
just who is invited. 

 

Invited guests Ilse and Eb Lemcke contemplate their 
menu choices at the Bash.  (Photo by Steve Brockman.) 

Many thanks are due to the heroic efforts of BASA 
member Chris deRoulet, his wife Lisa deRoulet, 
BASA member John Pierce, and former member James 
D'Andrea, who together did the work of actually 
cooking the meal. 

We raffled off a white-water rafting trip at the Bash and  
raised $408 for a youth soaring cause.  The actual use of 
the funds will be determined in consultation with the 
presidents of NCSA and Silverado and the management 
at Soar Truckee.  We want to come up with something 
that benefits young people who are interested in 
soaring, at Truckee if possible. 

The rafting trip was a generous donation from Michelle 
Powell, a member of Silverado Soaring who is a 
professional river guide on the American River.  If you 
are ever interested in taking a river-rafting trip, we 
would like to recommend her company.  You can check 
them out at www.whitewaterexcitement.com. 

Recent Notable Flights 
Steve Saglio had his first solo cross-country flight last 
week, taking a Pegasus out of Hollister to Hernandez 
and back. 

The same weekend, a number of present and former 
BASA members made cross-country flights from 
Truckee to Mount Lassen and return.  This is a rare 
treat, as conditions are usually better to the south.  Ram 
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Ofir  got to experience his first dual cross-country flight 
as part of this group, flying in 1CH with Matt Gillis . 

Over the Fourth of July weekend, Wolf Weber had his 
longest cross-country flight to date, flying with Harry 
Fox in 1CH from Truckee to Glass Mountain (about 
10nm north of Mammoth Lakes Airport) and returning 
to Truckee. 

Sergio's Mini-Seminars at Truckee 
Sergio Colacevich is the recognized master of cross-
country soaring out of Truckee.  On many days it seems 
that all the pilots wait for Sergio to launch, and then 
make a mad scramble to get in line for a tow. 

Sergio has generously offered to share his knowledge 
about Truckee soaring in a series of 45-minute mini-
seminars on Saturday mornings in August.  The 
schedule is: 

August 6 Flying Out of Truckee: 
Making it back.  
9:15 AM to 10:00 AM 

August 13 Flying Out of Truckee: 
Getting away.  
9:15 AM to 10:00 AM 

August 20 Sergio's mini-seminar -  
Flying Out of Truckee: 
Climbing.  
9:15 AM to 10:00 AM 

August 27 Sergio's mini-seminar -  
Flying Out of Truckee: 
Cruising.  
9:15 AM to 10:00 AM 

Even if you are not yet a cross-country pilot, it could be 
well worth it to attend a seminar to absorb some of 
Sergio's knowledge. 

 

Ed Lord over Squaw Valley in 1CH, with Lake Tahoe in 
the background. 

Glider Locations 
As of July 16, glider locations are: 

DG-1000 1CH Gone to Parowan.  Will be back 
in Truckee July 24. 

Grob 36L In service at Hollister. 

Pegasus 1LV In service at Truckee. 

Schweitzer 1-34 In service at Truckee. 

Pegasus 9JH In service at Hollister. 

Junior 6DS In service at Hollister. 

Pegasus 2BA Grounded. 

Vacation Reservations 
Every BASA member may reserve a glider for up to 
five days midweek (Monday through Friday), once per 
calendar year.  Up to three of these five days may be for 
a two-place glider, with the rest in a single-place glider.  
This “vacation reservation” is in addition to the normal 
reservations allowed under BASA rules.  Reservations 
may be extended for special events, such as camps and 
safaris, with the permission of the Executive 
Committee. 

 

 

 

 

If you want to make a vacation reservation, contact 
Harry Fox .  The following vacation reservations are 
currently in effect: 

Glider and Dates Pilot 

DG-1000 (July 16-23) Parowan Safari: Harry 
Fox, Matt Gillis and John 
Pierce 

DG-1000 (July 24-26) Steve Ascher 

DG-1000 (July 31 – 
August 1) 

Bill Bush 

DG-1000 (August 2-4) Charlie Hayes 

DG-1000 (August 10-11) Terry Byers 

DG-1000 (August 14-16) Ed Lord 

DG-1000 (Aug. 21-23) Jeremy Zawodny 
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Executive Committee 
President –    Harry Fox 
Vice President –    open 
Treasurer –    Charles Hanes 
Flight Committee Chairman – Jonathan Hughes 
Maintenance Chairman –   Matt Gillis 
 
Flight Committee 
Chairman –  Jonathan Hughes (CFIG) 
Members: Stan Davies Peter Reischl 
  Steve Ascher (CFIG) 
  Harry Fox Hans Van Weersch 
  Jim Goetsch Miguel Flores 
  Jeremy Zawodny Charlie Hayes (CFIG) 
   
Approved CFIGs: Drew Pearce (H) Brett Hinze (H) 

Russell Holtz (H) Charlie Hayes 
Jonathan Hughes Steve Ascher (T) 
Joe Silvestri (T) Mike Johnson (T) 
Jan Driessen (T) Doug Lent (T) 
Lee Edling (ASI)  
 

Club Aircraft  Ship Captains  
DG-1000 (451CH) –  Matt Gillis  
Grob 103 (3836L) –  Peter Reischl 
Pegasus (642BA) –  John Pierce 
Pegasus (599JH ) –  Steve Saglio 
Pegasus (101LV) –  Pat Healy 
SGS 1-34 (7632) –   Wolf Weber 
SZD-51 (6DS)  Sam Arquilla 
 
Other Volunteers  Officers    
Membership Chairman –  Miguel Flores 
Website Maintenance – Jeremy Zawodny 
Insurance Chairman –  Dave Walker 
Wave Camp Chairman –   Hans Van Weersch 
Equipment Registration –  Eb Lemcke 
 
Regional Officers  Hollister  Mountains 
Parachutes Officer –  Jeremy Zawodny Steve Ascher 
Instruments/Electrical –   Clyde Cotterell Clyde Cotterell 
Maintenance Trailers –  Michael Nelson  open 
 

 


