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Next BASA Meeting May 24 
The next BASA meeting will be Wednesday, May 24.  
We'll try again to show the DVD of Klaus Ohlman's 
record-setting wave flights in Argentina.  Hopefully 
we'll also have some pictures and stories from the 
BASA spring soaring camp now going on at Minden. 

 

1CH under a Utah sky. 

Treasurer (Charles Hanes) 
The checking account balance is $10,138. 
The insurance account balance is $45,499. 

The current loan balance for 6DS is $20,000.00. 

The members with past-due accounts are Ricardo 
Mestre, John Murayama, Babu Srinivasan, Bill 
Bush, James D'Andrea and Steve Woolery.   Please 
bring your accounts up-to-date immediately to restore 
your flying privileges. 

Please report all BFRs to me, Charles Hanes, because I 
keep track of that information on the billing 
spreadsheet.  Also, please send in your dues payments 
no later than the 10th of the month  

Membership Chairman (Miguel Flores) 

New Associate Members.  We have three new associate 
members this month.  Ruth Cook is a CFIG who 
spends most of her time instructing at Avenal on 
weekends, and has also flown extensively in the So.Cal 
desert.  Lee Edling  is a former BASA member, CFIG 

and tow pilot at  HGC, and is currently towing and 
instructing at Air Sailing.  Lee’s experience is 
extensive, including helicopters in Viet Nam and airline 
captain for Eastern Airlines, and flying our DG-1000 
with Charlie Hayes before we acquired that glider.  It is 
a familiar story with Ruth and Lee:  they want access to 
BASA’s excellent fleet.  Tom Joy joins BASA after 
getting his glider rating at Hollister, as a glider-only 
pilot.  Tom is from India, and did some of his initial 
glider flying, including winch launches, in India in the 
early ‘70’s.  Please welcome Ruth, Lee, and Tom to 
BASA. 

Sponsor Memberships.  There are two sponsor 
memberships up for sale.  Contact me if you are 
interested in saving $40 a month in dues.  I’ll direct you 
to the selling member where you two can make a deal.  
Besides owning a membership that you can later sell, 
being a sponsor member also allows you to be club 
President and club Treasurer. 

Members Leaving.  Last month I neglected to announce 
that Art Woodward  has left BASA.  He will be 
spending the next year or so on the east coast, and so 
may rejoin when he comes back. 

This month also marks the departure of long-time 
sponsor member Jim MacDonald, who will now be 
moved to the honorary list.  Jim has served BASA as 
President, and Flight Committee chairman, as well as 
the Membership Chairman in the past, and has been on 
the flight committee since I joined the club.  Jim has 
done a lot for this club, and I particularly appreciated 
his sage advice when I served as President for three 
years.  This mild-mannered man, a retired chemistry 
professor, started his career as a Navy combat pilot and 
flew in Viet Nam.  You would never know he has the 
steely instincts of a fighter!  I flew once with Jim in the 
BASA Grob on a good thermal day east of Hollister.  
After watching him humble my thermalling skills, I 
realized that he was a natural pilot and I am just 
mediocre.  As a final act of kindness, Jim has graciously 
donated his membership to BASA, and is one of the two 
for sale.  Hopefully Jim will be at our next BASA 
meeting and we can all give him a round of cheers. 
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Three members joining and one leaving this month 
brings our membership count up to 70.  We had some 
roster errors last month and incorrectly report 70 
members, there were actually 68. 

Contact Information.  On the membership contact 
roster, we have a column for cell or mobile phone 
numbers, in addition to home and work numbers.  I 
encourage all members to have their cell phone numbers 
listed here.  This really helps out when a member needs 
to contact you while you are driving to Hollister or to 
Truckee, or during a retrieve.  There can be changes in 
aircraft status, scheduling, or weather and towing, and a 
cell phone number allows members to share this 
information before you’ve completed that long drive to 
the airport.  Please send me an email with your cell 
number if it is not already listed and we’ll add it to the 
roster.  This information is not posted to the BASA 
website, and so is private to the club members.  I can 
also remove your home or work phone numbers if those 
are not necessary or useful ways to contact you. 

Glider Locations 
As of May 15, glider locations are: 

DG-1000 1CH In service at Hollister.  Move to 
Truckee around June 3? 

Grob 36L In service at Minden.  Will return 
to Hollister May 27. 

Pegasus 1LV In service at Minden.  Will move 
to Truckee May 27 (see below 
regarding timing of annual 
inspection). 

Schweitzer 1-34 In service at Minden.  Will move 
to Truckee May 27. 

Pegasus 9JH In service at Hollister. 

Junior 6DS In service at Hollister. 

Pegasus 2BA Grounded. 

Flight Committee Chairman (Jonathan 
Hughes) 

New Members for Flight Committee.  Charlie Hayes 
and Jeremy Zawodny have agreed to become members 
of the BASA Flight Committee.  Note also that Charlie 
is an approved BASA CFIG, and is available to give 
BFRs and initial checkouts for all BASA gliders. 

Communicating With the Towpilot.  Be sure to talk to 
the towpilot beforehand if you are doing anything 
unusual, such as launching with water ballast or starting 

your takeoff roll with the spoilers cracked open.  We 
have a had few incidents lately where the towpilot was 
surprised to discover what the glider pilot was up to 
only after the launch commenced. 

Maintenance Chairman (Matt Gillis) 

Grob 36L:  Antique Aero installed a new brake master 
cylinder, but noticed that the caliper needs replacing 
due to corrosion and pitting in the wheel cylinder 
causing it to leak.  The brakes are usable but will need 
to have the calipers replaced next time it is back in 
Hollister.  It is up at camp and was subsequently 
discovered that the brake hose needs to be replaced. The 
brakes will get serviced top to bottom when it returns to 
Hollister after XC camp.  Thanks Haven for working 
late the eve before wave camp departure to get the 
brakes functional.   Thanks peter for your prompt 
assistance on items. 
 
1CH:  I noticed that the right winglet has a chip in it.  
Bummer.  Anyway that will need to be repaired next 
annual along with the gelcoat cracks that weren’t 
repaired this year.  Please be careful with the wing tips, 
on or off the glider.   

New canopy struts were put on the glider.   These helps 
slow the closing, but not the opening, of the canopy. 
The resistance is not much, so care still needs to be 
taken with the canopies.  The front canopy does not 
have a restraining cable, just the strut.  Because the 
struts become dismembered under a canopy jettison the 
struts will pop off with modest force.  If this occurs 
while the canopy is open, the canopy could fall open 
and be damaged.  Be careful with lateral force on the 
struts. 

The Borgelt vario in the back was successfully zero’d 
but it appears that the varios are not well compensated. 
 It is though that it may be the TE probe, so we will 
likely replace it.  Be careful with the TE probe. 

I flew the glider with full water ballast and just below 
max gross.  Conditions were not booming, but I was 
able to check out the effects on speeds.   As could be 
expected and the runway required was significantly 
greater; starting from just south of the intersection of 
24/31 we were less than 100’ at the end of 31 at 
Hollister (light winds). The glider is a pig in weak lift 
also.  Where the glider shines of course is in the glide; I 
was getting close to 40:1 at 75 knots.   My guestimates 
are that using full water ballast is not worth it unless 
average climb rates are >= 5 knots, putting average 
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thermal strength at around 7-8 knots.  I plan to try the 
glider with 100 pounds in each wing to see if there is a 
happy median and there may be a practical limit for 
towing out of TRK.   Filling with water is fairly straight 
forward using calibrated containers, but it takes a little 
time.  I have generated a weight and balance estimator 
for 1CH that can be used for determining ballast and 
other limits. 

Darryl Ramm picked up new boxes for the covers, 
since the others were crumbling.   Thanks Darryl.  
 When putting weights or heavy objects in the boxes, 
they are more inclined to facture, so avoid slamming 
them down. 

Hans Van Weersch is looking into a charging system 
for the tail battery.  He is working on finding the 
optimum solar charger.  He is also working on 
converting the ships to the Power Pole connectors. 
 Thanks Hans for all the efforts, without you we would 
be powerless. ;O) 

599JH:  Back online.  Ailerons went through a series of 
adjustments.  Recently, they appear to be stiff when it is 
hot and the glider is on the ground with the wings 
drooping, but not in the air.  We will be having Antique 
Aero look at it again since they did the adjustment.  
There may be a friction point somewhere that can be 
sanded down. 

The electric vario appears to be poorly compensated.  
Expect stick thermals with the audio.  

2BA:  John Pierce has graciously offered to be the new 
captain for 2BA.  He will be following up on the 
lifetime limit AD with the FAA and Centrair to 
hopefully get that resolved.  There is a message in to 
Greg Davidson at the FAA who wrote the AD from 
both myself and Rex, so maybe prodding will help.  
Hopefully we can get some prompt resolution.  We will 
also look into the option of obtaining experimental 
status through an FAA DAR. 

1LV:  The new Microair radio is working but the 
squelch needs to be adjusted much more than the other 
radios to get reception.  Some thought the speaker was 
not working, but it was simply the squelch. 

We will be bringing the glider in for annual inspection 
sometime after cross country camp (annual inspection is 
due by the end of  July).   

6DS:  Glider is online.  Get checked out and fly it.  We 
will be changing the power connectors to BASA 
standard.  Scott Boynton has volunteered to be Ship 
Captain #1 for 1DS.  Thanks Scott. 

7632:  Glider appears to be flying well after several 
repairs.  There is a new solar panel for charging the 
battery.  Sam Arquilla has offered to be the new 
maintenance captain as Scott Boynton has taken up 
maintenance captain for DS.  Thanks Sam. 

We should wax all the gliders once a month in the 
summer.  Rex recommended MacGuires deep crystal 
step#3 for topical coating.  It is easy to use; rub on, 
wipe off.  I did the whole DG in ½ hour. We have some 
in the maintenance trailer in Hollister.  We can acquire 
more, let me know if we run out.  

I have created a master spreadsheet for keeping track of 
the glider maintenance tasks.  Each ship captain will be 
responsible for keeping his ship list up to date and 
periodically getting me a copy when changes are made.  
This will make it a whole lot easier to have an itemized 
list to hand a repair facility without having to go 
through numerous emails.  We can still communicate by 
email but I want the tasks summarized in the list.  If you 
are a captain and I didn’t get a copy of the spreadsheet, 
and I can send it too you.  For the rest of members, send 
maintenance issues to the ship captain and me so they 
can be itemized, prioritized and completed.  

Truckee Bash July 15 
BASA will be hosting the Truckee Bash this year on 
Saturday, July 15th.  This is a barbeque for pilots and 
families at Truckee, especially for the members of the 
three clubs that fly out of Truckee (BASA, Silverado 
Soaring and NCSA). 

We'll be preparing a meal for about 90 people, so some 
volunteer help will be needed (we've done it before – its 
not too hard).  If you help with this, please contact 
Harry Fox . 

For the day of the Bash, we usually shorten the BASA 
reservation blocks, to encourage more members to come 
to Truckee and fly.  We can also bring extra gliders to 
Truckee from Hollister for the Bash weekend.  We'll 
discuss plans for this at the May and June meetings. 

BASA Gliders at Truckee 
The 1-34 and Pegasus 1LV will arrive at Truckee May 
27, after the AirSailing Cross-Country Camp.  1LV will 
need to go to Williams sometime in June for its annual 
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inspection, after which it will return to Truckee.  We 
will need volunteers to transport 1LV from Truckee to 
Williams and back again. 

Current thinking is to take 1CH to Truckee on or 
immediately before the weekend of June 3-4.  We are 
looking for a volunteer to lead that move and tow the 
glider to Truckee. 

That would leave us with three gliders at Truckee in 
early June (1CH, 1LV and 7632), and three at Hollister 
(36L, 9JH and 6DS).  Is that what the members want?  
Should we move the second Pegasus or the SZD-51 to 
Truckee as well?  Please speak up about your 
preferences at the next BASA meeting, or send an e-
mail to Harry Fox . 

Parowan Safari July 16 to July 23 
A group of about 10 or 12 pilots, including several 
BASA pilots, will be going to Parowan, Utah to fly 
from July 16 to July 23.  At this point, only two of the 
BASA pilots signed up don't have their own private 
gliders (Harry Fox and Matt Gillis), so the current plan 
is to take one BASA Pegasus on this trip.   

Parowan is a good place for new cross-country pilots to 
fly (strong thermals and lots of airports), so we would 
like to encourage other BASA members to join us.  If 
more decide to join, we could take the DG-1000 and 
provide dual mentoring flights.  You don't need to be 
cross-country qualified to join in and enjoy this trip. 

If you are interested in going, you should finalize your 
plans soon (accommodations at Parowan can be hard to 
find).  If you would like to join in, please talk to Harry 
Fox. 

Vacation Reservation Policy 
Every BASA member may reserve a glider for up to 
five days midweek (Monday through Friday), once per 
calendar year.  Up to three of these five days may be for 
a two-place glider, with the rest in a single-place glider.  
This “vacation reservation” is in addition to the normal 
reservations allowed under BASA rules.  Reservations 
may be extended for special events, such as camps and 
safaris, with the permission of the Executive 
Committee. 

If you want to make a vacation reservation, contact 
Harry Fox .  The following vacation reservations are 
currently in effect: 

Glider Reservation 

1-34, Grob and one 
Pegasus 

May 21-27, AirSailing 
Cross-Country Camp 
(Richard Hilliard, Wolf 
Webber and Steve Saglio). 

One Pegasus, and/or DG-
1000 

July 16-23, Parowan 
Safari (Harry Fox and 
Matt Gillis). 

DG-1000 Aug. 21-23 (Jeremy 
Zawodny; Aug. 24-25 
(Scott Boynton). 

 

Executive Committee 
President –    Harry Fox 
Vice President –    Scott Boynton 
Treasurer –    Charles Hanes 
Flight Committee Chairman – Jonathan Hughes 
Maintenance Chairman –   Matt Gillis 
 
Flight Committee 
Chairman –  Jonathan Hughes (CFIG) 
Members: Stan Davies Peter Reischl 
  Steve Ascher (CFIG) 
  Harry Fox Hans Van Weersch 
  Jim Goetsch Miguel Flores 
  Jeremy Zawodny Charlie Hayes (CFIG) 
   
Approved CFIGs: Drew Pearce (H) Brett Hinze (H) 

Russell Holtz (H) Charlie Hayes 
Jonathan Hughes Steve Ascher (T) 
Joe Silvestri (T) Mike Johnson (T) 
Jan Driessen (T) Doug Lent (T) 
 

Club Aircraft  Ship Captains  
DG-1000 (451CH) –  Matt Gillis  
Grob 103 (3836L) –  Peter Reischl 
Pegasus (642BA) –  John Pierce 
Pegasus (599JH ) –  Frank Jenkins 
Pegasus (101LV) –  Pat Healy 
SGS 1-34 (7632) –   Sam Arquilla 
SZD-51 (6DS)  Scott Boynton 
 
Other Volunteers  Officers    
Membership Chairman –  Miguel Flores 
Website Maintenance – Jeremy Zawodny 
Insurance Chairman –  Dave Walker 
Wave Camp Chairman –   Hans Van Weersch 
Equipment Registration –  Eb Lemcke 
 
Regional Officers  Hollister  Mountains 
Parachutes Officer –  Jeremy Zawodny Steve Ascher 
Instruments/Electrical –   Clyde Cotterell Clyde Cotterell 
Maintenance Trailers –  Michael Nelson  open 
 

 


