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Bay Area Soaring Associates          March 2006 
PO Box 70656 
Sunnyvale, CA  94086 
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Next BASA Meeting March 28st 
The next BASA meeting will be Tuesday, March 28st. 

The theme for this meeting is wave soaring.  We will 
discuss plans for the upcoming BASA Wave Camp in 
April, and also see a DVD about Klaus Ohlman's 
record-breaking 3000 km wave flight in Argentina. 

The meeting will be at the International House of 
Pancakes, 5403 Stevens Creek Boulevard in Santa Clara 
(just off Hwy 280).  We have the room reserved from 
6PM, and the meeting will start around 7PM.   

 

Cloud-surfing with Jonathan Hughes over the snow-
covered east ridge of the Quien Sabe Valley, March 4, 
2006. 

Treasurer (Charles Hanes) 
The checking account balance is $16,571. 
The insurance account balance is $45,386. 

The members with past-due accounts are Ricardo 
Mestre, John Murayama, Babu Srinivasan, David 
Araujo, Bill Bush,  James D'Andrea and Steve 
Woolery.   Please bring your accounts up-to-date 
immediately to restore your flying privileges. 

Membership Chairman (Miguel Flores) 

New Associate Members.  Mike Dow is a recently 
licensed glider-only pilot from the Hollister ranks who 
lives in San Jose.  Christopher Schlenger is a 
returning BASA member from the Stockton area.  Chris 

is also a SEL power pilot who again seeks the fun and 
challenge of soaring.  Chris has previously flown the 
Grob and the 1-34. 

Sponsor Memberships.  There is one sponsor 
membership up for sale.  Contact me if you are 
interested in saving $40 a month in dues.  I’ll direct you 
to the selling member where you two can make a deal.  
Besides owning a membership that you can later sell, 
being a sponsor member also allows you to be club 
President and club Treasurer. 

Members Leaving.  Dan Dye is leaving the club. 

Two members joining and one leaving this month 
brings our membership count up to 69. 

Flight Committee Chairman (Jonathan 
Hughes) 

Annual Survey and Club Checkouts.  At last month's 
BASA meeting we discussed the checkout requirements 
for the club and the need to have more than just a CFI 
signoff for a glider in order to start flying.  Our 
insurance requires that all club members have a CFI 
endorsement for each make and model glider.  The CFI 
endorsement means you are competent to fly a 
particular glider but doesn’t address things like how we 
want the covers stored, the battery charging procedures, 
etc. 

We also discussed the fact that a new member could 
join the club, get a CFI who isn’t a club member to give 
them an endorsement to fly a glider, and start flying 
without ever having met a member of the club in person 
or having flown with a member of the flight committee.  
We are now going to require that new members fly with 
a member of the flight committee before they are 
considered “checked out” in club equipment.   

The CFI endorsement for each glider is still required.  
In addition, once a new member gets a glider 
endorsement, they should contact a member of the flight 
committee to setup a time to fly.  The flight committee 
member must concur that the club member is OK to fly 
before the club member is considered “checked out” in 
a club glider. 
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The flight committee member will notify the flight 
committee that they flew with the club member and we 
will update the club records that the new member is 
now qualified to fly that particular glider.  Obviously, a 
flight committee member can only fly with a new club 
member in the two seat gliders but club members will 
still be required to notify a flight committee member 
that they want to get checked out in a single seat glider. 

We also discussed the fact that we really haven’t kept 
track of the club member’s pilot qualifications, club 
checkouts, and what gliders each club member is 
qualified to fly.  In an effort to get this information 
under control I have put together a survey that I would 
like to send out every year.  Please fill out the survey 
and return it with your monthly dues payment or you 
can hand it to me in person at the meeting. 

 

 

Another cloud-surfing shot. 

Maintenance Chairman (Matt Gillis)  
DG-1000 1CH:  We continue to have problems with the 
wheel brakes.  Haven Rich has been trying various 
solutions.  In the meantime, be very careful and don't 
turn off the runway before the glider is stopped, unless 
you have tried the brakes in motion first and confirmed 
that they are working well. 

Grob 103 – 36L.  This glider has also had problems 
with the wheel brakes, which Haven has been trying to 
fix.  In general, too many BASA pilots are too hard on 
the wheel brakes in our gliders.  

101LV.  A replacement radio is on its way from 
Australia.  We will be ordering a new canopy cover.  

599JH.  We actually received confirmation that Centrair 
shipped our new aileron this week!  When we actually 
get it installed, that will be a sure sign of the impending 
apocalypse.   

642BA.  No word yet from the FAA on lifting the 
lifetime limit.  We need a volunteer to trailer this glider 
from Air Sailing to Williams.  

SGS 1-34.  Annual inspection is scheduled this month at 
Hollister.  It should be done mid-week, so it should not 
affect availability of this glider. 

Glider Locations 
As of March 15, glider locations are: 

DG-1000 1CH In service at Hollister.  Be careful 
– wheel brakes may be weak. 

Grob 36L In service at Hollister.  Be careful 
– wheel brakes may be weak. 

Pegasus 1LV In service at Hollister.  Radio is 
removed – bring a handheld 
radio. 

Schweitzer 1-34 In service at Hollister. 

Pegasus 2BA Grounded. 

Pegasus 9JH In the shop at Williams. 

Temperature Restriction on DG-1000 
DG gliders have a reputation for hard, long-lasting gel 
coat.  But the flip side is that hard gel coat gets brittle 
and cracks more easily in cold weather.  We just spent a 
substantially sum to repair gel-coat cracks on the wings 
of our DG-1000.  We have put an altitude limit of 
17,999 feet on the DG-1000 to protect the gel coat, but 
that alone has not been enough. 

We have learned that DG gel coat is likely to crack at 
minus 16 degrees Celsius, regardless of how slow or 
fast the temperature changes.  To protect the gel coat on 
our DG-1000, we are imposing an in-flight temperature 
limit of minus 10 degrees Celsius.  There is an outside 
temperature gauge on the forward instrument panel of 
the DG-1000, next to the transponder.  Monitor this 
gauge in flight, and if you see the outside temperature 
approaching minus 10 degrees Celsius, descend a bit to 
keep the temperature from going any lower. 

How Many BASA Gliders Are You 
Qualified to Fly? 
We've noticed a trend that new members get checked 
out in the Grob but delay their 1-34 checkout for a 
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while, and that members who have checked out in the 
DG-1000 may not yet have checked out for the Pegasus.  
We would like to see all BASA members get checked 
out to fly all BASA gliders.  Not only does this make 
for less scheduling pressure on the two-seat gliders, you 
will improve your skills if you fly a variety of types. 

New pilots joining BASA should check out in the 1-34 
as soon as possible after their Grob checkout.  We 
understand you may decide to delay a few months if the 
1-34 is in Truckee, but even relatively new members 
can fly the 1-34 safely at Truckee.  The 1-34 has a 
much lighter feel that the Grob, which means it is good 
practice for transitioning to the Pegasus.  It also 
thermals much better than the Grob, and with the new 
seat cushions the cockpit is actually quite comfortable. 

Likewise, anyone who has checked out in the DG-1000 
should also get a Pegasus checkout.  The primary use of 
the DG-1000 should be for dual cross-country flights, 
and it will be getting booked up for that a lot now that 
the cross-country season is starting.  So get a Pegasus 
checkout and use it for your solo flights.  Once you get 
used to the Pegasus it starts to feel like you are wearing 
wings rather than just sitting in an aircraft. 

More Thoughts on Replacing the Grob 
The Executive Committee decided we needed better 
information about what kind of two-place glider we 
really need.  Therefore, we polled the members who 
joined in the last three years to find out how important 
it is to have a medium-performance two-seat glider that 
new members can fly (i.e., a glider that fits the niche of 
the Grob). 

We sent the questions via e-mail to the 37 members 
who joined in the last three years, and received 13 
responses. 

The questions and responses were: 

 1. If you are qualified for the DG-1000, 
how many months from the time you joined BASA did it 
take you to gain the necessary experience (or how many 
months from the time you joined BASA do you expect it 
to take if you are not yet qualified)? 

Responses varied from 2 months to 15 months, with 
about half in the 6 to 8 month range.  Plus a couple of 
pilots with lots of previous glider experience who 
qualified right away. 

 2. How important was / is it for you to 
have access to a two-seat glider you can fly solo or as 
PIC during that period? 

10 responded "important" or "very important", 3 
responded "not important". 

 3. Would the club be less appealing for 
new members if it did not have an entry-level two-seat 
glider and instead had two DG-1000s, which new 
members could not fly solo or PIC until they had met 
the DG-1000 qualifications? 

7 responded "yes" (less appealing), 5 responded no, 1 
with no response on this question. 

 4. Would you feel differently about the 
need for a two-seat intro glider if we had a single-seat 
glass glider we let new members check out for right 
away, such as an SZD 51 Junior or a fixed-gear Grob 
102? 

4 responded "yes", 8 responded "no". 

 5. Any other comments? 

Many said they prefer flying dual with other pilots and 
said they want to see more two-seat gliders in the club.  
About half supported buying another DG-1000, but 
many of these said we should also have a 2-seat 
transition glider for new members.  Several mentioned a 
used ASK-21 as a good choice for that role. 

Summary: 

Most members took less than 8 months from the time 
they joined the club to qualify in the DG-1000.  There 
is a lot of support for getting a second DG-1000, but 
there also appears to be a need for at least one glass 
"transition" glider new pilots can build time in before 
qualifying for the DG-1000 and Pegasus. 

One glider type we have not given much thought to is a 
used ASK-21 for that role.  The ASK-21 is a versatile 
glider, with a good useful load plus aerobatic 
capabilities.  Reasons given for not buying an ASK-21 
were usually: (i) it is a small step down in performance 
from the Grob, (ii) the cockpit is less roomy and won't 
comfortably fit some of our tallest pilots, and (iii) the 
price of a new one is not much less than a DG-1000.  
But what if we get a second DG-1000 plus a used ASK-
21?  In that case, the lower performance of the ASK-21 
is less of an issue because we would have two DG-
1000s, our tallest pilots already fly the DG-1000, and 
the price would be more reasonable.   

BASA Wave Camp 
Dear BASA members: 

Time for preparations for the 2006 BASA Wave Camp 
has arrived upon us.  This year's Wave Camp will run 
from April 7 to April 16 
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Last year we had an extremely successful Wave Camp 
with many wave days, mild weather and very good 
attendance.  I hope to repeat last year's success. 

For more info on the Wave Camp, please visit 
http://geocities.com/weersch/hobbies/soar/BASA/wavec
amp/wavecamp.html 

Here you find info on  
Accommodations 
Chamber Ride 
Oxygen Equipment 
Barographs / Badges 
Clothing Tips 
Participants 

If you are interested in participating, please let me know 
as early as possible (even if you are not sure or only 
want to participate part-time) such that we can start the 
capacity and fleet planning. 

At this point, we are planning to bring the DG-1000, the 
Grob, the 1-34 and one Pegasus. 

Kind Regards 
Your Wave Camp Chairman 
Hans Van Weersch 
weersch@yahoo.com 

BASA Reservation Rules 
We had a further discussion of the reservation rules at 
the February meeting, and the results are reflected in the 
new rules attached to this issue of the Bugle.  These 
new rules are effective March 15, 2006. 

These rules are simpler and more liberal than we had 
before.  A big change is adopting time blocks of up to ½ 
day at Hollister for all gliders.  We felt that longer 
blocks will encourage longer flights and give members 
a chance to really build their skills.  If you don't plan to 
fly that long, you should reserve for a shorter period so 
others can fly. 

The longer blocks will also facilitate dual cross-country 
flights out of Hollister.  The members felt that dual 
cross-country flights should have priority for the DG-
1000.  While the DG-1000 is a nice glider to take your 
friends for a glider ride, please use the Grob instead for 
local rides when possible, especially for afternoon 
flights during the spring cross-country season. 

Dual Cross-Country Flights in BASA 
Gliders 
-- Harry Fox 

One of the reasons we bought the DG-1000 was to 
encourage more dual cross-country flights, and this has 
turned out to be a major benefit of having this glider.  
With the spring cross-country season starting at 
Hollister, now is the time to plan for cross-country 
flights. 

The following pilots are permitted to make  cross-
country flights in the DG-1000: 
Steve Ascher 
Jonathan Hughes 
Charlie Hayes  
Jim Goetsch 
Jim MacDonald 
Eb Lemcke 
Jeremy Zawodny 

Hans VanWeersch 
Harry Fox 
Matt Gillis 
Daniel Ruegemer 
Lance Cushenberry 
Darryl Ramm 

Feel free to contact one or more of these pilots to 
schedule a dual cross-country flight.  If you are checked 
out in the DG-1000, you can fly as PIC, but even if you 
are not you can join in and do much of the flying.  And 
good cross-country flights are certainly possible in the 
Grob as well (my first cross-country flight was in an 
ASK-21, and we covered over 400km). 

To prepare for cross-country flight, you should think 
about clothing, temperature control, food, and fluids 
(both input and output), in addition to flight skills and 
navigation. 

Clothing should be capable of handling a wide range of 
temperatures, shielding you from the sun, and allowing 
easy access for fluid output.  Peetot Pants are designed 
just for glider pilots – see http://www.reliefwear.com/.  
They are expensive, but I find mine very comfortable 
and wear them for most of my long flights.  I also carry 
a fleece vest in the cockpit with me because it is easy to 
slip on backwards over my chest if temperatures get 
cold up under the clouds. 

At the other temperature extreme, I have problems with 
getting baked alive at low altitudes on hot days.  I've 
gotten airsick under these conditions, and also 
experienced some of my worst landings.  Now I take a 
small cotton towel, soak it in water, put it in a Ziploc 
bag and cool it in the freezer.  Then, when I get too hot 
in flight or on the ground waiting for a tow, I can take 
this towel out of its bag and place it on the back of my 
neck where large blood vessels are located close to the 
skin.  This cools me off quickly and prevents heat 
problems. 

My feet are almost always cold after a long flight, so I 
wear wool socks all the time.  Your feet are in the shade 
while your torso is in a solar oven, plus cold air tends to 
leak into the front of the cockpit.  For wave flights or 
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chilly spring weather, I add gore-tex oversocks that help 
hold in the heat.  Simple plastic bags over your socks 
work almost as well if you seal the tops with rubber 
bands. 

For food, I recommend you avoid heavy, oily or spicy 
foods.  For cleanliness, avoid foods that leave crumbs, 
and stay away from trail mix.  You are responsible for 
cleaning all food, crumbs and scraps out of the cockpit 
after your flight.  Crumbs left behind attract rodents, 
who build nests in inconvenient places, such as in the 
midst of the tow release mechanism (yes, this has 
happened, resulting in a dangerous unintended release 
from tow at low altitude). 

Sweetened drinks such as Gatorade or sodas are also a 
problem, since any spills will attract ants.  If you use 
any sweetened drinks in flight, take a damp towel and 
wipe down the cockpit after your flight.  Do this even if 
you don't think you spilled anything.  A few drops 
spilled are inevitable in any flight, and over time these 
drops add up. 

I prefer water, stored in a large camelbak.  At the least, 
you should have several liters of water available, and it 
is hard to store this much conveniently in bottles in a 
glider cockpit.  But don't sit on the camelbak's output 
hose when you climb into the cockpit. 

For fluid evacuation, several options are available.  
Planning to hold it in until the end of the flight is not 
acceptable, because it may cause you to avoid drinking 
enough for proper hydration in the first place.  Peeing in 
your pants in the cockpit is not acceptable either (and 
we've had that happen in a BASA glider). 

The simplest evacuation system is a large Ziploc bag.  
Just make sure it doesn't have any pinholes, and don't 
snag it on anything sharp inside the cockpit.  Depending 
on your views on littering, you can toss these bags out 
the window (only to see them snag on the leading edge 
of the wing). 

You can also cut up disposable diapers and place the 
pieces inside Ziploc bags to absorb fluids and keep 
everything under control.  Of course, you can't toss 
those bags out the window – just store them in the 
cockpit and toss in the garbage after you land.  A 
commercially-produced alternative is the TravelJohn, 
available from Sporty's and other sources.  Bring some 
Ziploc bags with you anyway, so you can seal up the 
TravelJohn after use and avoid having to smell it for the 
rest of the flight. 

The DG-1000 has pee tubes in both the front and rear 
cockpits (look under the leather boots behind the 

control sticks).  You can easily make a pee system to 
take advantage of these tubes: 

 

Take a standard turkey baster that tapers to about 3/8 
inch outside diameter, cut it in half, then glue the small 
end inside the large end to make a plastic funnel 4½ 
inches long.  Cut off the top of the rubber bulb to make 
your access hole.  Get a piece of flexible plastic tubing 
3/8 inch inside diameter and ½ inch outside diameter 
(this will fit properly in the fuselage holes).  Cut the 
tube to 19½ inches in length and attach to the turkey 
baster.   

With this length, the bottom of the tube will be about 
flush with the fuselage exterior when the top of the 
turkey baster is even with the top of the control stick 
(credit Matt Gillis with working out these dimensions).   

To use this pee system in flight, push the tube down 
about six inches to extend the far end outside the 
fuselage.  This will cause the bulk of the effluent to 
escape into the slipstream without staining the fuselage 
(you'll notice a vacuum effect).  Don't use the system 
with the outside end flush with the fuselage, because 
this will cause your effluent to just run down the bottom 
of the fuselage (I speak from experience).  In either 
case, you are responsible for washing the bottom of the 
fuselage after the flight. 

After using this pee system, pull it back up so the top of 
the turkey baster is even with the top of the control 
stick, to minimize noise and drag during flight. 

Other systems are possible, including an external 
catheter (a condom-like device) that attaches to an 
exterior pee tube or flows into a bag.  Have you heard 
the one about the pilot with an external catheter 
attached to an extra-long pee tube?  At the start of the 
take-off roll, the main wheel rolled over the pee tube.  
Ouch! 
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Vacation Reservation Policy 
Every BASA member may reserve a glider for up to 
five days midweek (Monday through Friday), once per 
calendar year.  Up to three of these five days may be for 
a two-place glider, with the rest in a single-place glider.  
This “vacation reservation” is in addition to the normal 
reservations allowed under BASA rules.  Reservations 
may be extended for special events, such as camps and 
safaris, with the permission of the Executive 
Committee. 

If you want to make a vacation reservation, contact 
Harry Fox .  The following event and vacation 
reservations are currently in effect: 

Glider Reservation 

DG-1000, Grob, 1-34 and 
one Pegasus 

April 7-16, BASA Wave 
Camp at Minden 

1-34, Grob and one 
Pegasus 

May 21-27, AirSailing 
Cross-Country Camp 
(Richard Hilliard, Wolf 
Webber and Steve Saglio). 

 

Executive Committee 
President –    Harry Fox 
Vice President –    Scott Boynton 
Treasurer –    Charles Hanes 
Flight Committee Chairman – Jonathan Hughes 

Maintenance Chairman –   Matt Gillis 
 
Flight Committee 
Chairman –  Jonathan Hughes (CFIG) 
Members: Jim MacDonald Stan Davies 
  Peter Reischl Steve Ascher (CFIG) 
  Harry Fox Hans Van Weersch 
  Jim Goetsch Miguel Flores 
   
Approved CFIGs: Drew Pearce (H) Brett Hinze (H) 

Russell Holtz (H) Charlie Hayes 
Jonathan Hughes Steve Ascher (T) 
Joe Silvestri (T) Mike Johnson (T) 
Jan Driessen (T) Doug Lent (T) 
 

Club Aircraft  Ship Captains  
DG-1000 (451CH) –  Matt Gillis  
Grob 103 (3836L) –  Peter Reischl 
Pegasus (642BA) –  open 
Pegasus (599JH ) –  Frank Jenkins 
Pegasus (101LV) –  Pat Healy 
SGS 1-34 (7632) –   Scott Boynton 
 
Other Volunteers  Officers    
Membership Chairman –  Miguel Flores 
Website Maintenance – Jeremy Zawodny 
Insurance Chairman –  Dave Walker 
Wave Camp Chairman –   Hans Van Weersch 
Equipment Registration –  Eb Lemcke 
 
Regional Officers  Hollister  Mountains 
Parachutes Officer –  Dave Walker Steve Ascher 
Instruments/Electrical –   Clyde Cotterell Clyde Cotterell 
Maintenance Trailers –  Michael Nelson  open 
 

 


