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Next BASA Meeting in January 
The next BASA meeting will be in late January.  More 
information will appear in the January issue of the 
Bugle.  

 

Truckee in July.  (Matt Gillis, Hans Van Weersch and 
Yuliy Gerchikov of NCSA) 

Treasurer 
Current Financial Status.  Current balances are: 

Checking:  $11,178 
Insurance fund:  $45,220 
Balance due on DG-1000 loan:  $0  Paid off! 
Balance due on 101LV loan:  $5,626 

All members who are sending automatic payments 
should update their payment address to the club P. O. 
box: 

    BASA 
    P. O. Box 70656 
    Sunnyvale, CA   94086 

Members in Arrears on Dues.  The following members 
are more than three months in arrears on their BASA 
dues, and therefore their flight privileges are suspended 
until they bring their accounts current:  Chris 
DeRoulet, Ricardo Mestre, John Murayama, James 
D'Andrea, Paul Hickey, Ralf Hofmann and Eric 
Teeters.   

Just because winter is approaching doesn't mean you 
can stop paying your BASA dues!  The club still needs 
funds in the winter months to fund maintenance and 
repair projects, as well as regular operations.  Associate 
Members who allow their balances to grow too large 
may be expelled on short notice, and in that case will 
have to pay a sign-up fee all over again to rejoin. 

Membership Chairman 

New Associate Members.  None. 

Sponsor Memberships.  We still have one sponsor 
membership for sale.  If you are interested in becoming 
a sponsor member and enjoying a $40 dues discount 
then contact me (Miguel Flores).  I again encourage 
associate members to consider becoming sponsor 
members.  This will make room in the club for new 
associates that want to join BASA, and allows the 
selling sponsors to leave. 

Members Leaving.  None. 

It was a quiet month for membership, with no changes.  
The membership count remains at 73. 

Flight Committee Chairman 

Recently a sailplane accident sparked a thread on the 
HGC message board about various flying techniques 
that could be used to maintain control should you find 
yourself in IMC conditions while flying a glider.  In this 
particular accident, the pilot was swept downwind into a 
lennicular cloud with little or no warning.  Or perhaps 
the lennie just grew upwind and enveloped him – that 
can happen too. 

After reading several of the posts on the message board, 
I became concerned that many pilots don’t realize just 
how disorienting IMC conditions are even when you 
have a full suite of IFR instruments at your disposal and 
60 or more hours of training on how to use them.   

Studies have shown that without reference to the 
horizon, most pilots will lose complete control of their 
aircraft in an average of less than three minutes.  With 
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training, and proper instrumentation, flight without 
reference to the horizon is possible.  However, our 
gliders are not equipped with instruments that make 
flight in IMC possible. 

Several people have suggested that installing an attitude 
indicator in the plane is sufficient to allow the pilot to 
get out of trouble if they get sucked into a cloud.  
Maybe, but it depends on the pilot’s training.  I would 
doubt that anyone without instrument training would be 
able to maintain control even with a working attitude 
indicator. 

Also, several people suggest the use of GPS and 
software based artificial horizon displays.  It is 
important to realize that these devices do not represent a 
true artificial horizon.  They are deriving the bank angle 
from the ground track of the glider.  In strong 
conditions such as found in wave, your ground track 
can be very different from your heading.  This will 
cause your GPS to give false indications.   

Several people have suggested that flying various 
compass headings will allow you to maintain control.  
Again, this may be possible but without training I am 
skeptical that most pilots could maintain control. 

There really is no reason to allow yourself to be caught 
in IMC conditions.  Wave flying is done in conditions 
that can change dramatically in a very short period of 
time.  You must maintain awareness of your situation at 
all times, and a wide margin from clouds.   

If you do find yourself in IMC conditions, the best 
procedure to follow is the benign spiral mode.  This is 
performed by trimming the glider for minimum sink 
speed (not pulling the trim all the way back), opening 
the dive brakes fully, extending the gear (if retracted) 
and keeping your hands off of the stick and your feet 
off of the rudder pedals.  The glider will eventually 
enter a benign spiral. 

Note:  Not all gliders can perform the benign spiral 
mode.  Some high performance gliders may enter a high 
speed dive.  You should make sure that you know if the 
glider you are flying will perform the procedure 
correctly by consulting the flight manual and practicing 
the maneuver. 

Glider Locations 
As of November 15, glider locations are: 

DG-1000 1CH In service at Hollister. 

Grob 36L In service at Hollister. 

Pegasus 1LV In service at Hollister. 

Schweitzer 1-34 In service at Hollister. 

Pegasus 2BA In service at AirSailing. 

Pegasus 9JH In the shop at Watsonville. 

Pegasus 2BA Based at AirSailing This Winter.   

If you want to fly at AirSailing and don't have a field 
checkout there, call ahead to Lee Edling at 775-722-
9188 (his cell phone) or 775-475-0255 (the AirSailing 
clubhouse) to make arrangements.  Charlie Hayes may 
also be able to give checkouts at AirSailing.  See the 
AirSailing website, www.airsailing.org, for the field 
operations guide.  If you don't have experience with 
operating the hanger doors and moving gliders in and 
out of the hanger, you'll need a checkout for that as 
well. 

We plan to store the parachute in the cockpit of 2BA.  
Leave the canopy cover on when the glider is parked in 
the hanger, to minimize dust in the cockpit.  The battery 
can be charged on its AC charger inside the hanger.  
The spares box and other items will be left in the 2BA 
glider trailer.  The glider trailer should be left unlocked, 
with the keys stored in the metal "pocket" inside the 
front access door. 

Oxygen fills at AirSailing are provided by Nevada 
Soaring Association ("NSA"), which is the local club on 
site.  If you fill the 2BA oxygen tank, log the fill under 
"BASA" in the record book, and NSA will bill BASA. 

1-34 Back at Hollister This Month.  With the 1-34 back 
in Hollister, we encourage newer members to get a 
checkout in this glider.  This will broaden your horizons 
beyond just the Grob, and give you more opportunities 
to fly when the Grob is booked up.  You'll need a CFIG 
sign-off to comply with club flight rules and our 
insurance requirements. 

Pegasus 9JH Status.  Mixed news from France:  When 
we asked about the replacement aileron they supposedly 
had for us, they announced that it was the wrong model 
after all, and they are now building us one of the correct 
model.  We will keep pestering them until we get it. 

Status of Glider Operations at Hollister 
Gliders and trailers at Hollister have been moved to the 
south side of runway 24 this week.  BASA gliders are 
now tied down on the north end of the main ramp.  The 
BASA maintenance trailer is located next to the Gavilan 
Aviation hanger. 
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Please don't drive onto or park your cars on the main 
ramp.  The best place to park is along the access road 
that runs parallel to and east of the ramp.  

Since we will be sharing the main ramp and taxiways 
with power planes, we will need to be very careful to 
minimize conflicts with power-plane movements.  We 
will be able to stage only one glider at a time on the 
taxiway entrance to Runway 24 for launch.  Other 
gliders waiting for launch will need to remain in the 
glider parking area on the main ramp, without blocking 
taxi lanes.  Gliders that land on 24 or 31 and want to 
launch again should be able to launch from the far side 
of 24.  The biggest challenge will probably be returning 
gliders to the ramp after landing on 24 or 31.  A new set 
of "standard operating procedures" for gliders at 
Hollister will probably be drafted to reflect the change 
in location and procedures. 

We may need to schedule "ground crew duty" to be 
shared by BASA members, private glider pilots using 
Hollister, and glider students, so that there is always 
someone available on weekends to help with glider 
launch and retrieval. 

BASA Reservation Rules 
We had a spirited discussion of the reservation rules at 
the October meeting.  A draft of revised rules will be 
prepared and circulated before the Janaury meeting. 

 

Executive Committee 
President –    Harry Fox 

Vice President –    Scott Boynton 
Treasurer –    Charles Hanes 
Flight Committee Chairman – Jonathan Hughes 
Maintenance Chairman –   Matt Gillis 
 
Flight Committee 
Chairman –  Jonathan Hughes (CFIG) 
Members: Jim MacDonald Stan Davies 
  Peter Reischl Steve Ascher (CFIG) 
  Harry Fox Hans Van Weersch 
  Jim Goetsch Miguel Flores 
   
Approved CFIGs: Drew Pearce (H) Brett Hinze (H) 

Russell Holtz (H) Charlie Hayes 
Jonathan Hughes Steve Ascher (T) 
Joe Silvestri (T) Mike Johnson (T) 
Jan Driessen (T) Doug Lent (T) 
 

Club Aircraft  Ship Captains  
DG-1000 (451CH) –  Matt Gillis  
Grob 103 (3836L) –  Peter Reischl 
Pegasus (642BA) –  Dave Bingham 
Pegasus (599JH ) –  Frank Jenkins 
Pegasus (101LV) –  Pat Healy 
SGS 1-34 (7632) –   Scott Boynton 
 
Other Volunteers  Officers    
Membership Chairman –  Miguel Flores 
Website Maintenance – Jeremy Zawodny 
Insurance Chairman –  Dave Walker 
Wave Camp Chairman –   Hans Van Weersch 
Equipment Registration –  Eb Lemcke 
 
Regional Officers  Hollister  Mountains 
Parachutes Officer –  Dave Walker Steve Ascher 
Instruments/Electrical –   Clyde Cotterell Clyde Cotterell 
Maintenance Trailers –  Michael Nelson  open 
 

 


