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Next Meeting Tuesday May 31 
The next BASA meeting will be Tuesday night May 31, 
at the International House of Pancakes, 5403 Stevens 
Creek Boulevard in Santa Clara (just off hwy 280).  We 
have the room reserved from 6PM.  Harry Fox  will 
give a presentation on the use of web-based forecasting 
tools for soaring, including Dr. Jack's BLIPMAP and 
BLIPSPOT products.  The presentation will show the 
use of these tools to focus on a particular day and 
decide whether it will be worth flying, starting with 
long-range forecasts 10 days out. 

 

1CH awaits a tow. 

Treasurer 
Current Financial Status.  Current balances are: 

Checking:  $3,664 
Insurance fund:  $45,962 
Balance due on DG-1000 loan:  $11,176 
Balance due on 101LV loan:  $10,000 

I will be out of the country for about a month beginning 
June 9, and a temporary treasurer will be filling in.  
Please send dues payments for May and June to the 
BASA PO Box address:  PO Box 70656, Sunnyvale, 
CA  94086, rather than my home address.  Return 
envelopes to the PO Box are included with this issue of 
the Bugle. 

 

Members in Arrears on Dues.  The following members 
are more than three months in arrears on their BASA 
dues, and therefore their flight privileges are suspended 
until they bring their accounts current:  Seth Broche, 
John Murayama, Babu Srinivasan, David Araujo, 
Jack Matiasevich, Robert Moody, Mario Pauda and 
Art Woodward.  

Membership Chairman 
New Associate Members.  We have three new associate 
members that joined in April and May.  William Bush 
of Reno is a commercial glider and private power pilot 
with some east coast experience as well as time in the 
Sierra.  Paul Hickey of Santa Cruz is a newly rated 
private glider pilot whose brother, John, has quite a bit 
of soaring and towing time at Hollister.   Rick Hilliard  
of Hayward is a pilot with United Airlines and also 
holds a CFI-G rating.  Rick has recently been helping 
with the glider ground school at Hollister.  Please 
welcome these new members to the club when you see 
them out at the field. 

Sponsor Memberships.  We have one sponsor 
membership for sale.  If you are interested in becoming 
a sponsor member and enjoying a $40 dues discount 
then contact me (Miguel Flores). 

Members Leaving.  Bob Marsten is leaving BASA, 
citing the desire to get his own glider soon.  Bob has a 
pretty busy travel/work schedule so he doesn’t always 
get to fly, but he still comes down to Hollister to hang 
out and help out.  Hopefully he will still make it out to 
the field to hang out with us. 

One associate leaving and three associates joining put 
the active member count at 73 (excluding the three 
inactive Student Associates).  Our current club limit is 
75.  If necessary we may reinstate the waiting list and 
more aggressively trim members who don’t keep their 
accounts current. 

Maintenance Chairman 
We have recently learned of two Airworthiness 
Directives issued for Pegasus gliders.  One AD affects 
all three of our Pegasi, and  requires replacement of the 
rudder pedals with new, reinforced models.  We are 
currently working on obtaining the replacement rudder 
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pedals from the manufacturer in France.  This AD must 
be complied with within 25 flight hours after June 6, 
2005.  Therefore, our Pegasus gliders will be taken out 
of service for brief periods between now and late June 
to carry out the necessary work.  Once the work is 
scheduled, we will block out the time on the reservation 
system and send e-mail announcements. 

The other AD requires replacement of aileron and 
elevator hinge pins, but only for certain gliders with 
high serial numbers, or if hinge pins were purchased 
from Centrair between 1995 and 2000.  None of our 
Pegasi appear to be affected. 

Work is slowly but steadily progressing on 9JH to 
repair various items noted in the annual inspection.  At 
this point, we would estimate all work will be done 
around the end of May, but further delays are possible 
for the rudder pedal replacement. 

Glider Locations 
As of May 15, glider locations are: 

Pegasus 2BA In service at Minden – moving 
to Truckee soon. 

DG-1000 1CH In service at Hollister.  Will 
move to Truckee mid to late 
June. 

Grob 36L In service at Hollister.  Will 
go to AirSailing May 22 for 
Thermaling Camp, then return 
to Hollister May 28. 

Pegasus 1LV In service at Hollister. 

Pegasus 9JH Grounded. 

Schweitzer 1-34 In service at Hollister.  Will 
go to AirSailing May 22 for 
Thermaling Camp, then to 
Truckee on May 28. 

Flight Committee Chairman 
You may have to take off without a wing runner if you 
are flying X-C and land at an airport that may be 
suitable for an aero retrieve such as Bikle, or if you 
have a Panoche checkout. 

This should not be a problem as long as you keep a few 
things in mind.  It is all about the setup of the glider on 
the runway prior to starting your takeoff roll.  You will 
want to have the glider offset from the centerline to 
allow for the fact that the dragging wingtip will cause 
the glider to swerve towards the dragging wing until 

you can lift it.  You may also want to angle the glider 
slightly away from centerline with the down wing 
slightly forward.  For example, if you takeoff with the 
left wing down, then you should setup the glider to the 
right of the middle of the runway with the nose pointing 
just slightly to the right. 

If you have a crosswind, you have to decide which wing 
to put down.  If you have a wide runway, then it may be 
best to put the upwind wing down because the 
crosswind will help lower the raised downwind wing as 
soon as you have some forward speed.  However, you 
will also weathervane towards the wind so you have the 
dragging wing and the tendency to weathervane 
working against you. 

If you have a narrow runway, like Bikle or Panoche, 
then you may want to put the downwind wing down.  
This will help keep you going straight because the 
downwind wing dragging will help offset the tendency 
to weathervane into the wind. 

In either case, you will also have to use full rudder 
deflection at the start of the takeoff roll to offset the 
drag of the down wing and the adverse yaw caused by 
the lowered aileron.   

Whichever method you choose, keep your hand close to 
the release because you may find yourself headed into 
the weeds very quickly.  Don’t allow yourself to be 
dragged into the weeds or runway lights!  Just release 
and try again.  Beware that the prop wash from the 
towplane can cause your down wing to flip over and put 
the other (high) wing down as the tow pilot adds power 
which means you are now setup exactly the opposite of 
what you intended. 

It might also help to put something (a stick, etc.) under 
your wing to lift it up six inches or so.  The theory is 
that as the tow plane pulls forward, the wing will fall 
but you may have enough aileron authority to lift it 
before it touches the ground. 

Unrelated… Apparently some members are being over-
zealous in taping the wings of the DG-1000.  When we 
were assembling the DG at wave camp, we noticed that 
someone had taped up the water ballast dump holes.  
These holes are covered with a small fabric flap which 
is rather delicate and is damaged when the tape is 
removed.  Not to mention the fact that if anyone flies it 
with water ballast, they will be very unhappy when it 
comes time to dump it! 

Also, spring conditions have arrived at Hollister and 
many good local soaring flights along with good X-C 
flights to the south have been accomplished.  Many 
weekends, BASA gliders are left sitting on the ground.  
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If you haven’t taken advantage of the spring soaring in 
Hollister, you really are missing out.   

The east ridge of the Quien Sabe valley is often 
working to 6,000 or 7,000 ft and the elevators at 
Panoche are reliable as ever. 

Cross-Country Mentoring Flights 
The spring/summer cross country season out of 
Hollister has begun, and cross-country flying conditions 
will soon arrive at Truckee as well.  We encourage all 
pilots who are not yet cross-country qualified to take 
some dual cross-country flights.  You don't need to be 
ready for your cross-country checkout before you try 
this, but it helps to have some basic thermaling skills. 

The following instructors and BASA members are 
qualified for dual cross-country flights in the DG-1000 
and the Grob: 

Charlie Hayes  
Brett Hinze 
Drew Pearce 
Russell Holtz 
Jim Goetsch 
Jim MacDonald 
Eb Lemcke 

Steve Ascher 
Jonathan Hughes 
Hans VanWeersch 
Harry Fox 
Matt Gillis 
Daniel Ruegemer 
Lance Cushenberry 
Jeremy Zawodny 

If you want to take a dual cross-country flight, you are 
encouraged to send an e-mail to the BASA members on 
this list to look for a mentor pilot to fly with you.  You 
will need to suggest some possible dates for the flight. 

There are a couple of good articles on thermaling 
technique available.  Send an e-mail to Harry Fox to ask 
for copies of these articles, if you don't already have 
them. 

Truckee BASH July 9 
The Truckee BASH has been scheduled for July 9, 
2005.  This is an annual barbeque/party at Truckee for 
the three clubs based there, BASA, Silverado and 
NCSA.  This year Silverado is the host.  Special 
reservation rules will apply to BASA gliders for July 9 
– shorter time blocks will apply to allow a larger 
number of pilots to fly. 

Vacation Reservation Policy 
Every BASA member may reserve a glider for up to 
five days midweek (Monday through Friday), once per 
calendar year.  This “vacation reservation” is in addition 
to the normal reservations allowed under BASA rules.  

If you want to make a vacation reservation, contact 
Harry Fox . 

The following vacation reservations are currently in 
effect: 

Glider Reservation 

1-34 and Grob May 22-28, AirSailing 
Thermaling Camp (Wolf 
Webber and Lee Bailiff). 

DG-1000 June 20-24, Air Sailing 
(Charlie Hayes). 

DG-1000 June 25 to July 4, Parowan 
safari. 

One Pegasus July 4; DG-
1000 July 5-8 

July 4-8, Truckee (Hans 
Van Weersch). 

DG-1000 July 18-22, Truckee 
(Steve Ascher). 

Two Pegasi, the 1-34, and 
the DG-1000 

July 23-30, AirSailing 
Cross-Country Camp (Jim 
Britton, James D'Andrea, 
Scott Boynton, Harry Fox 
and Jonathan Hughes). 

DG-1000 August 3-5, Truckee (Matt 
Gillis). 

Bronze Badge Camps at Truckee and 
AirSailing 
Dave Cunningham will be leading two five-day camps 
this summer focused on building thermaling and other 
skills needed prior to cross-country flights, leading up 
to the SSA Bronze Badge.  One camp will be at 
Truckee June 27 to July 1, the other will be at Air 
Sailing July 18-22.  These camps are appropriate for the 
pilot who has some thermaling experience, but is not 
yet ready for the Cross-Country Camp. 

Each camp is five days of soaring talk and practice.  
Daily safety orientations, lectures, demonstrations and 
flights start at 8:30 AM and continue through at least 5 
PM.  The week is topped off with a banquet and 
celebration of accomplishments on Friday evening. 

For more information, contact Dave Cunningham at 
925-933-4558 or ldc@att.net. 

 

 

Executive Committee 
President –    Harry Fox 
Vice President –    Charles Hanes 
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Treasurer –    Daniel Ruegemer 
Flight Committee Chairman – Jonathan Hughes 
Maintenance Chairman –   Joel Taylor 
 
Flight Committee 
Chairman –  Jonathan Hughes (CFIG) 
Members: Jim MacDonald Stan Davies 
  Peter Reischl Steve Ascher (CFIG) 
  Harry Fox Hans Van Weersch 
  Brett Hinze (CFIG) Miguel Flores 
  Jim Goetsch 
 
Approved CFIGs: Drew Pearce (H) Brett Hinze (H) 

Russell Holtz (H) Charlie Hayes 
Jonathan Hughes Steve Ascher (T) 
Joe Silvestri (T) Mike Johnson (T) 
Jan Driessen (T) Doug Lent (T) 
 

Club Aircraft  Ship Captains  
DG-1000 (451CH) –  Matt Gillis  
Grob 103 (3836L) –  Peter Reischl 
Pegasus (642BA) –  Dave Bingham 
Pegasus (599JH ) –  Frank Jenkins 
Pegasus (101LV) –  Pat Healy 
SGS 1-34 (7632) –   Maynard Vitalis 
 
Other Volunteers  Officers    
Membership Chairman –  Miguel Flores 
Website Maintenance – Jeremy Zawodny 
Insurance Chairman –  Dave Walker 
Wave Camp Chairman –   Hans Van Weersch 
Equipment Registration –  Eb Lemcke 
 
Regional Officers  Hollister  Mountains 
Parachutes Officer –  Dave Walker Steve Ascher 
Instruments/Electrical –   Clyde Cotterell Clyde Cotterell 
Maintenance Trailers –  Michael Nelson  open 
 

 


