Bay Area Soaring Associates
PO Box 70656
Sunnyvale, CA 94086

Next Meeting February 22

Kempton Izuno will give a presentation about his
1000-mile flight in the Sierra Wave last spring.

The next BASA meeting will be Tuesday, February 22,
2005, at the International House of Pancakes, 5403
Stevens Creek Boulevard in Santa Clara. We haye th
room reserved from 6PM. Look forward to a great
presentation from Kempton Izuno, who covered over
1000 miles last spring on a flight out of Minden.

(%

Wave soaring over Lake Tahoe (photo from Al
MacDonald's webpage, silentflight.com).

Last month we had a presentation on thermaling
technique from Rolf Peterson, with additional
contributions from various BASA members who each
got up to say: "Well, that may be how you center a
thermal, but here's how | do it."

Treasurer
Current Financial Status Current balances are:

Checking: $9,695

Insurance fund: $44,875

Balance due on DG-1000 loan: $20,918
Balance due on 101LV loan: $10,000

Members in Arrears on DuedThe following members
are more than three months in arrears on their BASA
dues, and therefore their flight privileges arepsumsied
until they bring their accounts currerseth Broche,
John Murayama, Babu Srinivasan, Robert Marston
andDoug McBane.
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Membership Chairman

New Associate MembelVe have a new associate
member who joined in Januafichard Cramer.
Richard lives in San Francisco and learned to lityegs
in Hollister, starting last October. Please weledmm
to the club when you see him out at the field.

Sponsor MembershipsThe family ofPap Phelpshas
asked BASA to sell his sponsor membership.
Remember that sponsor membership prices are
negotiated between the buyer and seller, and dutiojec
the approval of the Executive Committee and theroth
sponsor members. In this case BASA will act as an
agent for the seller. If you are interested incpasing
Pap’s sponsor membership, please contactiviiguel
Flores).

Glider Locations
As of February 15, glider locations are:

Pegasus 2BA In its trailer at Minden.

DG-1000 1CH In the shop for annual
maintenance.
Grob 36L In service at Hollister.

Pegasus 1LV In service at Hollister.

Pegasus 9JH In service at Hollister.

Schweitzer 1-34 In service at Hollister.

The DG-1000 should be back in service in late
February. We will send out a general BASA e-mail
when it returns. The other gliders based at Hellis
will also be receiving their annual inspections rove
next few weeks and therefore may be unavailable at
various times.

Maintenance Chairman

1CH: The annual inspection on the DG-1000 reminded
us of a couple of recurring problems: (i) lots nfsa

were found inside the cockpit (see further disarssi
below), and (ii) don't lift under the horizontaabtlizer,
because it leaves dents. The wing and horizoaifabft

the DG-1000 are made from a thin carbon-fiber
sandwich construction that, while very strong for
aerodynamic purposes, is very susceptible to ddBgs.
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careful when lifting or pushing on the wings, areyer
move the tail by lifting up under the horizontal
stabilizer.

Cracks will appear in the fuselage over the wingrsp
box if the wingtips are allowed to drop too low ihgy
assembly — the wing spar ends angle up and put
pressure on the fuselage where it was not designed
support this type of load. This is an issue wittoar
fiberglass gliders. Be careful during assembly and
disassembly to keep the wingtips high — never reamov
support from the wingtips until the main spar pane
fully inserted.

9JH: The rubber tailwheel block has been re-glued and
hopefully will stay in place for 6 months or a yeafou
can help avoid problems by using the tail dolly
whenever moving this glider on the ground. We will
probably get a pneumatic tailwheel installed next
winter, but it appears to be too late to do thit ylear
without taking the glider out of service during {r@me
spring season.

36L: A new mechanical variometer has been ordered
for the back seat. We'll keep an eye on the étectr
vario to see if it dries out on its own or will eeepair.
To minimize moisture intrusion into the instruments
please use the pitot-tube cover and TE-probe coeer
have for this glider. Too often, these are leiftdyon
the ground or fence or otherwise misplaced (oriearr
off by dogs). The first one to use a glider eaai d
should bundle up the canopy cover, the rudder éoak
all instrument-tube covers together and store timem
the BASA maintenance trailer, preferably on tophaf
spares bin that is labeled for that glider.

All Gliders: Send the aircraft logbook pages to me
(Joel Taylor) when they fill up. Be sure that each page
is labeled to identify the glider and the year.ariks!

Flight Committee Chairman

A recent airplane crash in Petaluma, along with a
discussion on a video clip of a DG-505 stall/spin
accident after a winch launch, got me thinking that
perhaps a review of rope break procedures would be
good for this month’s Bugle. The two incidents are
related in that both involved a premature termoratf
the take off followed by a stall/spin entry andstra

As students, we were probably all taught thatef thpe
breaks, first get the nose down! The most impadrtan
thing to do when the rope breaks is to get the dose
and establish best glide speed.

Then, if you still have enough runway in front @iy
land straight ahead on the runway. If you doniteha
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enough runway left and you are below 200 feet AGL
then you should land somewhere in front of you,
making only small turns as necessary. Above 260 fe
AGL, a 180 degree turn to return to the airport lsan
made. Or can it?

We were lulled into thinking that a rope break abov
200 feet was an automatic 180 degree turn and
downwind landing. Why? Because our instructor was
never going to intentionally put us in a situatiehere

we could not land on the airport runway. If the
instructor pulled the release, we could be assiirad

we could return to the field. In a real emergeribis

may not be true.

There could be several factors that would prevesafa
return to the airport from a 180 degree turn sich a
strong headwind (resulting in a very fast downwind
landing,) or conflicting traffic that may be takiodf
behind you. In both of these cases, you may kterbet
off to continue and land straight ahead even ifvalibe
“magic” 200 feet AGL.

| use 10 kts as my limit for the 180 degree turd an
downwind landing. Anything above 10 kts and | fetrg
about coming back and landing downwind. I’'m going
to land ahead somewhere right up until | feel | can
safely fly an abbreviated pattern. | also monibar
radio and make note of any traffic that may bertgki
off behind me or on a crosswind runway.

Before you takeoff, you should decide what you are
going to do if the rope breaks above 200 feetolf
have a strong headwind such as the typical Hallsta
breeze, decide right then that you are not going to
attempt a 180 degree turn until you know you cgrafi
abbreviated pattern and land into the wind. E¥eni
there is no headwind, if you hear a Mustang saig he
taking off directly behind you, you may consideuyo
field choices ahead preferable to flying nose fini
his prop.

Also, know which way you are going to turn before
hand if you do plan to execute a 180 degree rdturn
the field. Most tow pilots turn slightly to parallithe
runway after takeoff to make your 180 degree turn
easier. If the towplane moves to the right afaduedff,
you want to make your turn to the left since yoll né
lined up better with the runway.

But, as stated in the second paragraph above,dse m
important thing to do in the event of a rope brisato
get the nose down and establish best glide speed.

Page 2



BASA Bugle

ANTS ANTS ANTS ANTS ANTS ANTS ANTS ANTS ants

Ants are a big problem in the gliders during thetex.
They may come into the gliders to get out of the,ra
but they are more likely to stay when they find
something sweet to eat. Any kind of sweetenedkdrin
if spilled in the glider even in small quantitieg]|
attract ants.

So, whenever possible, avoid bringing sweetenetkslri
into the gliders. Some pilots prefer to drink Gate or
a Gatorade-water blend. If you must do so, be tsure
take a damp rag and mop up the inside of the cbckpi
after you fly. Don't bring open cans of soda itite
gliders, and don't allow your passengers to ditiee
Water is the best choice for an in-flight drink.

And don't leave any solid food (or crumbs) in thidey
either. Too many times, one finds a half-eaterdgan
bar in the cockpit pocket, swarming with ants. aQrest
of mice under the seat, living off of spilled traiix

(this has actually happened). It makes sensdrtg br
food on board for longer flights, but every pilotist
clean up after himself. Try to avoid food thates
crumbs.

2005 BASA Wave Camp

Wave clouds over Nevada, April 20, 2004.

From the Wave Camp Chairmétans Van Weersch

Wavecamp is approaching fast and we are in thetmids
of putting together the plans. The Wave Camp béll
held in Minden April 9 through 17, 2005.

The availability of equipment (annualling of ships,
repacking of parachutes) is progressing well. Base
current sign-ups, we will have on average 9 perpans
day. However, relatively few volunteers have sespp
forward to tow gliders to and from Minden. Thisane
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that limited seat capacity will be available, uslesore
tow vehicles are made available.

If you are planning to participate in the wavecain,
you did not yet enter your name on the list, please
contact me as soon as possible, such that we cem ma
adjustments in the planning.

Last minute registrations cannot be accepted tfahts
into the ship availability of the participants that
registered early.

Contact me at weersch@yahoo.com
Hans Van Weersch

Report From SSA Convention
By Harry Fox:

The SSA Convention in Ontario last week had total
attendance of over 2,000, a big improvement froior pr
years. Part of that could be attributed to sonve ne
speaker programs (in past years they tended t@leecy
the same speakers and presentations too many times)
and part to Mike Melville's presence as the keynote
speaker Saturday evening.

Mike gave a great presentation on his experienteeas
first civilian astronaut in Burt Rutan's SpaceShieO
Mike previously had a private glider rating but th&A
classified SpaceShipOne as a glider after re-eatrg,
required Mike and the other test pilots to obtain
commercial glider ratings because they would biadly
this glider for hire. It is not clear what relewan
experience in a Grob 103 has for flying an aircnédth
an aspect ratio of about 1:1 and a sink rate diGiféet
per minute, but Mike and the other test pilotsaaght

up to Minden and got their commercial ratings. For
some reason the FAA neglected to require a motteygli
endorsement.

On Friday, | participated in a series of preseatetion
club issues organized in part by former BASA member
Buck Arnold. This was well attended, and | gogiee
presentations on our self-insurance program, anslion
planning decisions that led up to our acquisitibthe
DG-1000. A number of audience members came up
afterwards to say how this is inspiring them tospake
up their clubs and get them to modernize theitt$lee

Lots of new gliders were out on the display flowsith
the manufacturer's representatives on hand. | came
across these ideas for possible future BASA
acquisitions:

Page 3



BASA Bugle

AMS Flight in Slovenia (who did most of the
manufacturing work on our DG-1000) is still produgi
the DG-505 and DG-303. They have the DG-505
Trainer model with fixed gear, fixed 18-meter span,
cockpit very similar to the DG-1000 and a polyueste
finish, with a base price of 59,362 Euros. Thisiseat
glider has about 40:1 L/D, and the same aerohatits!
as our DG-1000 in the 18-meter span. | haven'edon
detailed calculation, but I think a new one of thesth
instruments, trailer, shipping and sales tax waaiche
to a little over $100,000 at current exchange rates

AMS Flight also produces the DG-303 in several
versions, ranging from the fixed-gear Club model at
32,710 Euros and about 40:1 L/D to the retractgel:-
model at 35,410 Euros and 44:1 L/D. Both modeds ar
available in an Acro variant.

The Blanik representative did not have an L33 Swolo
display, but these are still in production. Tlisi
fixed-gear all-metal single-seat glider with a oled

L/D of 33:1. Claimed advantages are low cost (adou
$50,000 delivered with instruments and trailergyea
maintenance with the aluminum construction, and
docile handling. The cockpit allegedly accommosdate
pilots up to 6'6".

At the other end of the performance scale for !
club glider is the LAK-19, which is the unflapped
version of the LAK-17a. This has a base price of
39,700 Euros for the 15-meter Standard Class glider
plus 18-meter wingtips giving claimed performanée o
48:1. The cockpit is large, the finish is polyinate,
and the handling is no more challenging than a ftega
(at least according to Bob Korves, who flies a LAKa
at Truckee).

Other BASA members in attendance at the convention
includedMiguel Flores, Frank Jenkins, Darryl

Ramm, Charlie Hayes, Eb LemckeandDave

Walker. Next year's SSA convention will be in
Arlington Texas, and the convention is expected to
return to Ontario in 2008.

Maintenance Trailer Maintenance

We need a volunteer to "adopt" our Hollister
maintenance trailer with the aim of keeping it arigad
and relatively clean. A few hours of initial orgaing
and cleaning might be required, and then just logln
on it once a month or so to keep it in shape.oif gan
help with this, please contadarry Fox.
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Avoiding Gear-Up Landings

We have managed to go several years without augear-
landing in a BASA glider. Keep up the good wotlk!

the Pegasus, the key improvement seems to be use of
the binder-clip gear-warning method on every flight
But here are some other tips on this:

Our biggest problem with pilots transitioning t@th
Pegasus has been gear-up landings. Most of these
happen within the first 10 or 20 flights in a Pagaand
most of them fall into one of these scenariospi{t
somehow gets rushed in the pattern and either Sigps
landing checklist or runs through it quickly witiou
really thinking about what it means, or doesn'téhav
"undercarriage" or "landing gear" as part of his
checklist because he has been flying only fixed-gea
gliders, and he fails to put the gear down, orgiijpt
never put the gear up after releasing from tow, and
when he gets to the "undercarriage” step in hiditan
gear checklist, he moves the gear handle, without
looking at what position it ends up in, therebyaeting
the gear just before landing.

The main defense against gear-up landings is darefu
use of the landing checklist. My practice, and/Itb
persuade everyone else to follow this, is to pet th
landing gear down before | enter the first leghaf t
pattern, before | make my first radio call, anddoefi
start the checklist. When | decide | am goingritee
the pattern, | put down the gear. Then, when tgéte
landing checklist, it is a double-check that | haveved
the landing gear to the correct position. | lobkha
gear handle to confirm | have put it in the down
position -- is the handle next to the decal thgtssa
"down" or the decal that has a little picture afliaer
with the wheel extended? | check again when | turn
from downwind to base, and one more time whenn tur
from base to final. Fortunately, both the DG-10d
the Pegasus have the gear handle in the samegpldce
with the same positions — forward is gear downkhbsc
gear up.

The DG-1000 has a functioning gear-warning buzzer.
None of our Pegasi do — they were installed marys/e
ago, but have become extremely unreliable. Thesgfo
we use a binder clip as the "gear warning”. Winen t
gear is down, the binder clip resides on the gaadte.
When | release from tow, the binder clip is moved t
the spoiler handle and the gear handle is pullediip
am really tired or rushed when returning for lamgglin
and | try to grab the spoiler handle before puttimg
gear down, I'll grab the binder clip, which willhnénd

me that | need to put the gear down and then ntowe t
binder clip to the gear handle.
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You should assume that once you start making longer
flights, at some point you will return to the airptired
and dehydrated and not operating at 100%. Thexgfor
you need multiple back-ups to make sure the gdar ge
extended before landing.

Vacation Reservation Policy

Every BASA member may reserve a glider for up to
five days midweek (Monday through Friday), once per
calendar year. This “vacation reservation” isddition

to the normal reservations allowed under BASA rules
If you want to make a vacation reservation, contact
Harry Fox.

The following vacation reservations are currently i
effect:

Glider Reservation

1-34 May 22-28, AirSailing
Thermaling Camp (Wolf

Webber).

One Pegasus July 23-30, AirSailing XC

Camp (Jim Britton).

PASCO Cross-Country Seminar

The Seventh PASCO XC SEMINAR will be held from
8 a.m to 6 p.m. on Saturday 26 February 2005. The
location is on the UC Berkeley campus, in the Let€on
Physics Building adjacent to the Campanile.

The theme of this seminar is:

"EXPLORING SAFE SOARING ON THE EAST SIDE
OF THE GREAT BASIN FOR RECREATION,
BADGES, RECORDS, & RACING"

Topics to be covered are:

Kenny Price: Williams Soaring will be adding
new programs to support recently licensed pilots to
develop cross country soaring tools at their home
gliderport before heading to the Great Basin of &tkv

Rolf Peterson: XC Soaring for pilots new to
the Parowan Soaring Playground.

Kempton Izuno: XC Soaring for pilots new to
the Ely Nevada Soaring Playground.

Carl Herold: Improving your Achieved Speed
Skills by avoiding low points and increasing your
Achieved XC Speeds.
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Marc Ramsey: Current developments in flight
recorder and moving map displays for soaring pilots

Carl Herold: XC soaring tools to learn when
and where to safely cruise long distances without
circling in snow virga and light rain virga streets

For more detailed information contact:
Carl Herold, PASCO XC SEMINAR CHAIRMAN
P.0.BOX 5879, Reno, NV 89513
Phone: 775-827-3376
E-Mail: cdherold@charter.net

Executive Committee

President — Harry Fox
Vice President — Charles Hanes
Treasurer — Daniel Ruegemer

Flight Committee Chairman —
Maintenance Chairman —

Jonathan Hughes
Joel Taylor

Flight Committee
Chairman —

Members:

Jonathan Hughes (CFIG)
Jim MacDonald Stan Davies
Peter Reischl Steve Ascher (CFIG)
Harry Fox Hans Van Weersch
Brett Hinze (CFIG) Miguel Flores
Jim Goetsch

Approved CFIGs: Drew Pearce (H) Brett Hinze (H)
Russell Holtz (H)  Charlie Hayes (H)
Jonathan Hughes (H) Steve Ascher (T)
Joe Silvestri (T) Mike Johnson (T)

Jan Driessen (T) Doug Lent (T)

Club Aircraft

DG-1000 (451CH) —
Grob 103 (3836L) —
Pegasus (642BA) —

Ship Captains

Matt Gillis

Peter Reischl

Dave Bingham (Minden)
open (Hollister)
Pegasus (599JH ) — Frank Jenkins

Pegasus (101LV) Pat Healy

SGS 1-34 (7632 Maynard Vitalis

Officers
Miguel Flores
Jeremy Zawodny

Other Volunteers
MembershipChairman —
Website Maintenance —
Insurance Chairman — Dave Walker
Airshow Chairman — open
Entertainment Chairman — Louis Taddeo
Wave Camp Chairman Hans Van Weersch
Equipment Registration — Eb Lemcke

Redqional Officers Hollister Mountains
Parachutes Officer — Dave Walker Steve Ascher
Instruments/Electrical —  Clyde Cotterell Clyde Cotterell
Maintenance Trailers —  open open
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